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Introduction

As a Department of Commerce agency, the U.S. Census Bureau is primarily funded through the annual Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies (CJS) appropriations bill. This In Focus provides an overview of the FY2027 budget request for the U.S. Census Bureau, certain comparisons to previous years' appropriations, and congressional action to date. Information is drawn from the Census Bureau's FY2027 Congressional Budget Justification and other relevant Congressional resources.

The FY2027 budget request is divided between two accounts: Current Surveys and Programs, and Periodic Censuses and Programs. For these two accounts, comparisons are made here between the FY2027 request and enacted amounts for FY2026. The FY2027 budget justification also includes requested amounts below the account level in more detail; these amounts are compared here to the corresponding FY2026 enacted levels indicated in the Census Bureau's FY2027 budget request materials.
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FY2027 Budget Request

The Trump Administration's FY2027 budget request for the Census Bureau is $2.012 billion, which is a $522 million increase from the FY2026 enacted level of $1.490 billion.


Current Surveys and Programs

The Administration requested $289 million for Current Surveys and Programs in FY2027, a decrease of $30 million from the FY2026 enacted amount of $319 million. This account includes Current Economic Statistics and Current Demographic Statistics.

Current Economic Statistics

Current Economic Statistics include business, construction, manufacturing, general economic, foreign trade, and government statistics. According to the FY2027 budget justification for the Census Bureau, the "Economic Statistics programs provide timely, accurate, and essential data on the structure and performance of the U.S. economy, supporting the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) estimation, fiscal and monetary policymaking, and private sector decision-making." This includes Principal Federal Economic Indicators and other annual survey programs.

The FY2027 request for Current Economic Statistics is $216 million, which is a $10 million decrease from the FY2026 enacted amount of $226 million.

Current Demographic Statistics

Current Demographic Statistics include the Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP); the Current Population Survey (CPS), which is sponsored by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and the Census Bureau; and the Population Estimates Program. The SIPP is an ongoing survey that measures distribution of government assistance programs. The CPS provides estimates of income, poverty, and other indicators. The Population Estimates Program calculates population change over time. The Census Bureau's population estimates are used in a variety of federal programs to determine funding allocations or eligibility.

The FY2027 request for Current Demographic Statistics is $73 million, which is a $20 million decrease from the FY2026 enacted amount of $93 million.



Periodic Censuses and Programs

The Administration requested $1.723 billion for the Periodic Censuses and Programs account in FY2027, a $551 million increase from the FY2026 enacted level of $1.172 billion. This account consists of the Economic Statistics Programs, Demographic Statistics Programs, Geographic Support Program (GSP), and Enterprise Data Collection and Dissemination Systems (EDCaDS).

Economic Statistics Programs

The Economic Statistics Programs are intended to provide key monthly, quarterly, and annual measures of the U.S. economy. These programs include the Economic Census and the Census of Governments.

The FY2027 request for the Economic Statistics Programs is $179 million, which is a $35 million increase from the FY2026 enacted amount of $144 million.

Economic Census

The Economic Census, which is conducted every five years, is intended to provide comprehensive data on U.S. businesses and their economic impact. The FY2027 request is intended to support the 2027 Economic Census.

The FY2027 request for the Economic Census is $167 million, which is a $35 million increase from the FY2026 enacted amount of $132 million.

Census of Governments

The Census of Governments is intended to identify the scope and nature of the nation's state and local government sector, including data on public employment and public finance.

The FY2027 request for the Economic Census is $12 million, which is equal to the FY2026 enacted amount.

Demographic Statistics Programs

The Demographic Statistics Programs include the American Community Survey (ACS) and 2030 census.

The FY2027 request for the Demographic Statistics Programs is $1.283 billion, which is a $516 million increase from the FY2026 enacted amount of $767 million.

2030 Decennial Census

Requested funding for the 2030 census aims to support buildup and testing of integrated systems and operations to conduct the decennial census. Funding is intended to support activities including updating the design for the census; assessing the results of the 2026 census test; readiness for the 2028 dress rehearsal test; scaling up of several operational features such as IT infrastructure, mobile technologies, and cloud platforms; and funding contract awards for the dress rehearsal and 2030 census.

The FY2027 request for the 2030 census is $1.07 billion, which is a $516 million increase from the FY2026 enacted amount of $556 million.

American Community Survey

The ongoing collection of ACS data allows the Census Bureau to measure the changing demographic, social, economic, and housing characteristics of the U.S. population.

The FY2027 request for the ACS is $211 million, which is equal to the FY2026 enacted amount.

Geographic Support Program

The GSP supports and maintains geographic features (address, features, boundary data, etc.) used by the Census Bureau.

The FY2027 request for the GSP is $99 million, which is equal to the FY2026 enacted amount.

Enterprise Data Collection and Dissemination Systems

The EDCaDS generally supports the data collection, processing, and dissemination systems that are associated with Census Bureau programs.

The FY2027 request for the EDCaDS is $163 million, which is equal to the FY2026 enacted amount.




Congressional Action

The House Appropriations Committee CJS Subcommittee held a budget hearing on the FY2027 request for the Department of Commerce on April 23, 2026, during which Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick took questions from members. During this hearing, no questions were asked pertaining to the Census Bureau.

The House Appropriations Committee ordered reported its version of the FY2027 CJS Appropriations bill (H.R. 8845) by a 32-28 vote on May 13, 2026. The bill includes $289 million for Current Surveys and Programs and $1.202 billion for Periodic Censuses and Programs—for a total of $1.490 billion for the Census Bureau, which is $521 million less than the Administration's request of $2.012 billion.

The bill, as reported, would prohibit the Census Bureau from using any funds provided in the measure to include "aliens who are unlawfully present in the United States in rendering apportionment determinations in subsequent decennial censuses." It also includes a prohibition on using any funds provided in the measure to "enforce involuntary compliance, or to inquire more than twice for voluntary compliance with any survey conducted by the Bureau of the Census."

The Senate Appropriations Committee CJS Subcommittee held a budget hearing on the FY2027 request for the Department of Commerce on April 22, 2026, during which Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick took questions from committee members. One member raised concerns about the use of the United States Postal Service (USPS) to help conduct the decennial census. Secretary Lutnick indicated potential benefits of using the USPS to help conduct the census.

The Senate Appropriations Committee scheduled a full committee markup of several appropriations acts, including CJS, for June 25, 2026. This markup was postponed and, as of this writing, no makeup date has been scheduled.
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