The Decennial Census

The U.S. Census Bureau provides statistical data about the nation's people and economy through over 130
different surveys, including its foundational survey: the decennial census. The decennial census is mandated
by Article |, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution, in order to determine each state's apportionment of seats in the
House of Representatives.

Timeline
Preparing for and conducting the decennial census typically takes over ten years, beginning the prior decade and
extending into the next decade.
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Data Collection
The Census Bureau aims to enumerate every person within the United States and its territories.

Data Collection Online
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Separate from initial three methods

Enumerators went door-to-door to
complete the Census Bureau's nonresponse
followup (NRFU) operation for respondents
that did not self-respond to the survey.

Data Tabulation and Product Release
Data collected are protected by confidentiality standards in Titles 13 and 44 of the U.S. Code.
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Data Tables & Products

Data from the decennial census are used for many
purposes, including to inform various policy
decisions, guide federal funding, offer the public
insights on population trends, and help the private
sector make informed business decisions.

Privacy Enhancing
Techniques

(e Post-Enumeration Survey (PES)
_____________________________________________________ > -| The Census Bureau conducts a Post-Enumeration
j—o Survey at the conclusion of the decennial census
— M to assess the accuracy of the decennial census.
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Disclaimer

This document was prepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan
shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and
under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other
than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in
connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports, as a work of the United States Government, are not
subject to copyright protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in
its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or
material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permission of the copyright holder if you wish to
copy or otherwise use copyrighted material.
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