U.S. Service Academy

Nominations and Appointments
General Timelines for Congress, Academies, and Applicants

Members of Congress are authorized by law to nominate candidates for appointment to four U.S. service
academies: the U.S. Military Academy (USMA); U.S. Naval Academy (USNA); U.S. Air Force Academy (USAFA);
and U.S. Merchant Marine Academy (USMMA). In the 18 months prior to the enrollment of new academy
classes, congressional Member offices, the service academies, and applicants are involved in a series of events
and actions to carry out their respective roles and responsibilities. This Infographic presents approximate
timelines of when typical events and activities occur.

These timelines present generalized information, representing when these events and activities most
frequently occur. Many applicants are high school students and apply during grade levels corresponding
with “Junior Year” and “Senior Year!” Other applicants are not high school students, including some active
duty and reserve military members seeking appointment, though the timelines remain relevant.
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*Timing varies by academy.
** All four academies accept SAT and ACT results. USMA, USNA, and USAFA accept CLT results.
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shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and
under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other
than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in
connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports, as a work of the United States Government, are not
subject to copyright protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in
its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or
material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permission of the copyright holder if you wish to
copy or otherwise use copyrighted material.
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