The Edward Byrne Memorial
Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program

The Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) program is a Department of Justice (DOJ) formula grant
program. The JAG program allocates funds to the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territories (collectively
referred to as “states” hereinafter) for a variety of state and local criminal justice purposes. The program is administered
by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA). JAG funds can be used for state and local initiatives, technical assistance,
training, personnel, equipment, supplies, contractual support, and information systems related to law enforcement,
prosecution and courts, correctional, crime prevention, drug treatment, and crime victim assistance programs.

Under the JAG formula, each state’s .
allocation is based on the state’s share of
the U.S. population and its respective share
of reported violent crimes.
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Violent crimes = murder, rape, robbery and
aggravated assault. ‘

Under current law, each state receives at
least 0.25% of the annual JAG
appropriation (i.e., the minimum
allocation). States whose formula allocation
would have been less than the minimum

= 0.25% x appropriated amount

only receive the minimum allocation. applies to all states

The remaining funds are allocated among Py

the non-minimum allocation states using a
the JAG formula. Both the population and Remaining funds —> Population
violent crime data for the states that M
received the minimum allocation are db
excluded when allocating the remaining y ’
funds. iolent Crime

After each state’s allocation is determined,
40% is awarded directly to units of local
government in the state.
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Some local governments may overlap awarded LU the state
(e.g., a city within a county). tolocal governments State retains this
! directly from BJA amount for its own use.
Allocations are based on each unit of local Less th ﬂﬁ 000 l
government's share of reported violent _tess nan >i% /\ =
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crimes in the state. Allocations of less than administered by the state. -
$10,000 are given to the state for it to
administer.
Each state is required to “pass-through” to
units of local government a certain
. pass through to
percentage of the funds directly awarde’d to I iocal governments
the state.The‘pass-through‘ pf_\rcet‘wtage is certain %
calculated using data on criminal justice calculated using criminal
expenditures collected by the Bureau of justice expenditures data
Justice Statistics.
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When EFJA c?rtlﬁes that there is a d|§pa‘rate Disparate; must @ ©
allocation—i.e., the award for one city is apply together wm@==
1.5x more than the county in which it’s fortotal amount. ===

located or the total award for multiple cities in v
the county is 4x more than the county's

award—the jurisdictions must apply together
for a single joint award. The city or cities and

county must agree how the joint award will L) L)
be allocated and used Grants to local Grants to local
’ governments directly governments via
from BJA the state

Information as of May 14, 2025. Prepared by Nathan James, Analyst in Crime Policy and Jamie Bush, Visual Information Specialist. 5
Additional information can be found in CRS In Focus Report IF10691, The Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program. = CR S
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Disclaimer

This document was prepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan
shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and
under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other
than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in
connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports, as a work of the United States Government, are not
subject to copyright protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in
its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or
material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permission of the copyright holder if you wish to
copy or otherwise use copyrighted material.
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