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Northern Ireland: ThdPeace Process, Ongoing
Challenges, and U.S. Interests I

Betweenl969and 1999, roughl®,500 peole died as a result of political violence in Nogtn Specialist in European
Ireland, which 1is one thetUnitdédKingdomUK)nTphecandliet,t Affairs f
oftenreferrd t o a s “ thasdts offigine im thel 1824 division of Irelaaddhas

reflected a struggle between different national, cultural, and religionstids. Protestanis

Northern Irelandargely define themselves as British and support remajanigof the UK

(unionist3. Most Catholics in Northern Irelandonsider themselvdsish, and manylesire a

united Ireland ifationalists.

September 10, 2021

Successive U.S. diministrationsand manyMembers of Congresdsaveactively suppoedthe Northern Irelangpeace

process For decades, the United States pravideddevelopmenaid through the International Fund for Irelafhel). In

recent years, congressional hearings have focused on the peace processfqutisghuman ights, and addressing

Nort her n &cyafViokencd (often térraegbaling with the pajt Some Members also are concerned about how
Brexit—t he UK’s withdrawal as a member oifaffecingNofthernloejarda n Uni o1

The Peace Agreement: Progress to Date &mjoing Challenges

In 1998, the UK and Irish governments and k&yrthern Irdand political parties reachechagotiated political settlement.
Theresulting Good Friday Agreement, Belfast Agrementr e cogni zed that a c¢hanufopali n Nor
status as part of the UK can come about only with the consent of a majority of the p&tgihénn Ireland (as well as with

the consent of a majority ineland). The agreemeanélled for devolved governmenthe transfer opecifiedpowess from

London to Belfast-with a Northern Ireland ssembly and Executivia which unionist and nationaliparties would share

power. It alsaccontained provisions on decommissioning (disarmanwrgaramilitary weapongolicing, human rights, UK

security normatation (demilitarizatiopy and the status of prisoners.

Despite a meh-improved security situation since 1998ll implementation of thepeace agrementhas been difficultFor
years,decommissioning and police reforms were key sticking poliretsgeneated instability in the devolved government
2007,the proBritish Democratic Unionist Party (DURnd Sinn Fein, theationalistpolitical party traditionally associated
with the Irish Republican Army (IRA), reached a landmark pestering dealTensions and distrust persistédweverIn
2017 the devolved government led by the DUP and Sinn Fein collapsed, promptingsseapbly elections. tbok nearly
three years to forra newdevolved governmeniorthern Irelandalsofaces a number of broassues in its search for peac
and reconciliationincludingreducing sectarian divisiondealing with the pasaddressing lingering concerns about
paramilitary and dissident activitgnd promotig further economic developmein.late March and earlgpril 2021, the
outbreak of riots and unrest in parts of Northern Irelanddely characterized as the wovsblencein years—highlighted
many of the challenges and underlyfaglt linesthat remain in Northern Ireland.

Brexit and Northern Ireland

Brexit has added tpolitical and societadivisions within Northern IrelandPreventing dard border(with customs checks
and physical infrastructure) onetlisland of Irelandvas a key imperative and a jmastumbling block in the UKEU
withdrawal negotiationsSince 1998, as security checkpoints were dismantled in accordance with the peace agreement and
because both the UK and Ireland belonged to the EU single market and customs union, the circuihiled &80 boder

on the island ofreland effectively dsappearechelping b promote peacanda dynamic crosborder economyConcerns
about a hardtborder developingnostlyrecedd in light of the posBrexit trade and custorrerangemets for Northern
Ireland agreed to by the UK and Bhlit implemenihg thee measures-which began on January 1, 202dlisrupted some
trade between Northeitreland andhe rest of the UKIn July 2021, the UK government callfmt significant changes tine
postBrexit arrangements for Northern Irelaride EU rejects renegotiatjrthe agreed framewobut asserts it is committed
to mitigating the trade disruptiorniBensions over Brexhiaveexacerbated a sense among unionists that their Bdgstity

is under threafactoredinto someunrestin Northern Ireland irspring2021, andhavecontributed to instability within the
DUP. Brexit alsohasrenewed debate b o ut N o r tslcenstitutioriatstatisadrprdrhpted calls from Sinn Fein and
others foraborder poll or referendum, on whether Northern Ireland should rematroptre UK.In September 2021, the
DUP warned thaits concerns over the peBtexit trade and customs rules for Northern Irelaadld prompt the partio

quit the devolved gvernment, which could lead t®ew snap Assembly electiodso seeCRS ReporR46730 Brexit:
Overview, Trade, and Northern Irelancbordinated by Derek E. Mix
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Overview

Bet ween 1969 a3n,d5 0109 @pPegodprlacs ghl yesall ¢nod powl Nontclhd
Ireland, which is a(pEKyfThefobhdh Une¢ftecdr Kdngdoms
Tr oubhlaessna d ®mrn gins in the [(92mepdidXPHoni 0§ Irela
core, theftonfsggte between different national,
Pr ot eisnt aMaorst h € 4 80%I rtehlea gppdolpad g¢li pndefine themselve
suptNor t her’ncoht ¢ hared 1 ncor(XQLBRQMoOWEA ti lmo li ihce UK

Nort hern Jlorfe ltahned podpmBbaitdohrt hbmsehdemany Catholii
united QDWINEBIOIt(he past, mo @ R\DRDiLVWdVa méo r e nmiohi 54 8
nationUHSXEOLIFDOVY willdmd it ®s asteo fwmakicovenckeir g

ThEroublepawked in late 1968, when ian cNowritlh erring h't
Irel astd ymoby Cathofaced @whechathi hangon i1in areas ¢
housing, and employment. This civil rights moven
loyalists, and the polkdcactwhinchyi matuomapinempt e
Increasing chaos and escalating violence led the
the streets of Northern Irebamndonmdoh969 d®d2t ¢ bk
192hd 1972,r eNoarntdh ehrand i t s eogwtn regional governm

r ye arasn,d tlhrei sthK g o ver nmemetgso tpioahtgehdi cabo §ec¢ct 1l & ma
e conflict .Mnl Nopahewyntht kb albeddg abny ifno rJnuenre SleIn9a6
jority Ledadhel Geowhe Mias serving ape di 81 Presi
vioslerre JAfhdr many wups and gdoovwenrsn, metnhtes UaKn da ntdh el rNo
eland political parties participating in the p
9T8hi s accord be@Gamd Kmiodvay aidgrtthemeday on which
ncluded) ; itBed fakso’Aknewmeas t he

espite the significant decrease 1in the levels o
mplement pehor @fcobhed has been challenging. Tens
Irelsapdlitical parties and between the unionist
Northern Ireland remains a largely divided socie
issues 1in i1its searchSftotapeaafeldare ereeradonedsii da lalty o1
addressing Nerftkgaeyl odl an GHOOLQI ZOWKIWKH SDMWd

»-.U OF—"_‘WZ”’TJ
©c O A o

particularly controversial. MWManyg Noalthstan hsstansn
fragiles WihtehdirKawal fromEUhei H2ulf2ebpreod kHplBM i 0 n

added to di vritshieornns Iwrsetlhaingdh No ghted by the riots a
parts of Northern elarrellya nAdp rBnt o kRa0tled uMahracl hd ecapngde &
for hNamt sped aam dp webccoensbsmy renewed questions about

1In 1921, the mostlfatholic, southern part of Ireland won indeperugefiom the United Kingdom (UK), resulting in
the establishment of the Irish Free State in 1922 within the British Commonvildadtlrish government formally
declared Ireland a republic in 1948 and sevéreemaining constitutional links with the UK. TRepublic of Ireland
with a population of roughly 4.9 milliowonsists of 26 counties and encompasbesit fivesixths of the island of
Ireland; Northern Irelandvith approximately 1.9 million peoplepmprises six counties and encompasses the
remaining onesixth of the island.

2 Many unionists and loyalists refer to the six counties that today make up Northern Ireléiattag echnically and
historically, Ulster also includes the three northernmosnties of the Republic of Ireland.

3 The text of the Good Friday Agreement (or Belfast Agreement) may be fohttg:4tain.ulst.ac.ukiventspeace/
docs/agreement.htniThe uronist/Protestant community tends to use the term Belfast Agreement, viewing the name
Good Friday Agreement as biased in favor of the nationalist/Catholic community. For the purposes of this report, the
peace accord is referred to as the Good Friday Agregrecause this is the name more widely used and recognized

in the United States.
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Iresamrdnstitutional,amtdativs caosntpa tbpuotldifint git dtaol UK 1 g h

instabilanttyhoviit hldeevlNadwd d gover nment

Successive U.S. Administrations and many Member s
Northern Ireland peace process and encouraged th
Agreement, as welsl aansd siunbisteiqauteinvte sa ctcoorfdurt her t h
longrm reconciliation. Some Members have been pa
human rights in Northern Ireland. Since 1986, th

t hr omeghl tt ernational Fund for Ireland (IFI) as a

and

foster SvaMeomizrdrdd adfi odongressamlismt dimevset diemom

Br exiatf fwicltl Nort hern Ireland in the years ahead.

Figure 1. Map of Northern Ireland (UK) and the Republic of Ireland

Source: Graphic created by CRS using data from Esri (2017).

The 1998 Peace Agreement

Key

The
sett
UK a
t haa
oNor
agre
maj o

El ement s

Good Friday Agreement 1is a mult ial apyoelrietd caanld
lement reach’sdpblyiNocahepartrebandd an inter
nd Irish goverenm@mad .F rAitd a }h ERQN &l MWeoB W LIQHsL StOMHe
¢ higm gNort hsrast hemd aablmnut only with the cons
therspdampileawdl ] @2answnthotfha ahljtohroibtggh in Irel
ement acknowledgedNotrhtahte ranpsdyrhesllitagmdoina la nsde aat i o
rity dasihedialandted Ireland, it recognized

Congressional Research Service 2



Northern Ireland: The Peace Process, Ongoing Challenges, and U.S. Interests

Northern Ireland wis hefd tthoe rpermeafienr epmaaret doofd tthhies WK
change, the agrteheemacth larsisselr tgeodv eethmme nt s would ha
obltiigpan t o bring about the wish of the people; t

future polls to be held in Neshohbdnelvenrntandaopnan

The Good Friday Agreement set ouhte at rfarnasnfeewo rokf f o
specified powers over 1 oc ata ngdo vcearlnlaendc ef ofrr oens tLaobnld
Nor t heelrann dl tAs s e mb liyn awhdi cEhx eucrmitoinvies t and mnationalii
power (kbMWD Gh2QHioo0d Fri ddpsoAgneamdnpevoeoiasli ons ¢
issues viewed as ¢ ednetcroamimitsos itohnei npge a(mdeir spamrioncaientsesn:ty )
weap,pobikuimegn UK ghd sourrmatlyi znat i on ,4 W& mtulisé toafr d z a t i c

prisoners. Wegpytofattilbamse omreas had been extreme.l
that the final agreed ftceoxnts ttrhuucst 'roeef lacncbthegdu s s¢oymes . d
In addhe¢ iGmod Friday ANpeSdmit'E z-We fit nesdt nisteuwt 1 o
(6WUD QG ¥ RUDQG 7KddHpHe mo n getd lyo . k Ay institutions cal
straiNdsSdhwMihni ster wak €oetmbllished to allow 1eade:
southern parts of the i1isdtaamdobdcdoesrsd andueo. cAnBu
Irish Counciltoaldsic cmass fmartmhed s of om@giesnal 1 nt e
representatives of the two governments and the d
Scotland, Walandst handhaheel slel of Man.

I mplementation

Voters in Northern Ireland and the Republic of I
septaecrar eferendums on Mayid2rabhDO8praAdktbhbewsghas be
i mMpe ment igmg ethkheet gplr dwsc e s e nF oarr dde@wsmmi s si oning and
poleferms were kethomtovdbiutrtgdpdiontismstsability in I
devolved Spvanrnmwmeontence from dissident republicart
groups rtefaased to accespetc ttahren dpheeabcpee dpfirtowct efsese da n d

bet ween the unionist and nationalist communities

De moc rPaotwishari ng Institutions

As noted above, theaGded FordazypgtAdpldehdmtg a new
Assembly andT&Exewcwcutieethat neither unionists nor

1 O-he mbAesrs e mb 1 y, t he a g tkeeeymednefenusspteocmiefciecidv et hcarto s s
commuanupporyetf rom a majority ofAsbsogarhb luypn)imenmbser sand
The Exwoutdvbe composed of a first minister, dep

with departmental.gsedhpatsthbhi bidtuica ¢aitotna t ¢ do btso) ; pc
political paparites satcrceomgltiln gi t ot he Assembl y.

The first elbdNothbdsetoenttbdAdks piimbhikdél, 99Th.e

devolution of power from London to Belfast, howe
uniient concerns aborutt hdee cpoansnm nsiski nothavmigg s h e i r
Following 18 months of further negotiations, aut

Northern Ireland Aans DoblembOzrd tBWOW nthddv reiss s u e

of decommisypieeniang ysbyRepabRAcamt Atr dnyt ke a

sus pemfs itome de v olavnedd tghoev errenimmesnttd tr @ me ddoenwldornd i r e c t
t i nbeest we en 2 0.0 8 &rencdo n2ndi 0s2db ie d.yo iwn g
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Decommi ssioning

For years, decommissioning of paramilitary weapo
implementation of the Good Friday‘tdAge ewlmenhol dhe
of fice should useioh¢yt dmmoaes atand mbase who do
or removed’Unrioomicftfsi cwee.r ¢ mdsmaful {llyaidestc benmi RA1 o1
weapd®@hse. I RA had bee-fii obs s rbuucta gilt® 9viigeanseed de c o mmi s
tant amount thoaldompegr ewmddms tand such calls.
ProgresfSullRoAwadred o mmi s § povnnage.Makeyl mi l ¢ nt one ¢ am
Ju2905, when d¢dhead RAndletcd aimtnsgdn atrand da Icla mpeambgenr st «
pursue objeektVvVasivht gui'dma SefpAlOmbeaNer tshern I rel
Independent International Commission on Decommis
put all “bDefydnt’da swseen,s 1 h RAt Wweapohey dismantled or 7
mat ched eosvtiidneadt ebsy ptrh%T hsee clul rCiDt ya 1fsoor cceosn.f i r me d de c
by other r epnudbdyalains tgromganiazations. The II1CD co
Poliing

Al t hough asecamogmemterdal el ement in achieving a com
Ireland, new policingvesaterfurcetquureenst apnodi natr roafn gceommet net
unionists alnnd 2n0aGkli,onaa lnnesw sPol i1 ce Service of Nort
e sbtlai s hed tthReoyalpl dlcset er C,o nNdoratbhidsranf wlrr@eRlYaCn) d9 2 %

Protestant fatvhiocbwietds rackeccedMUUE€rr of Protadtant dom
human 7r i ghtss aocrcguasneidz atthieo nRUC of Ibrywtldlsitt paamdnida
groups. Defenders of the RUC pointed to its trad
fightingln earcrcoorridsaammce with policing recommendat.i
commi ssion (known as tidaes Pagttthe Commpsestiiomnn of C

“Frank Millar, “Paisl ey Re a clisk EBme®Match 27, 2d07Mank Davgnport;Chle r i s hed Pr
Politics Moves BBCWNewsMayr8o2607.Ed ge , ”

ST RA Statement in Full,” BBC News, July 25, 2005.

6Mar k Davenport, “T RA Ar mBBC N&ils Septerhber26, 20050 r NI Pol i tics?,”
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human rights
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LangWhAeztge give the
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Irish language the same offici
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I thi sLanguagehifcti,s sbuuet remains controversial.

7 SeeA New Beginning: Policing in Northern IrelanReport of the Independent Commission on Policing for Northern
Ireland, September 1999, fattp://cain.ulst.ac.uigsuegpolicepattenpatten99.pdf

8« Pol i5c0e RSeOcr uiting BBENewsMarch28,201d. End, ”

Deborah McAleese, “Top Officer’s ‘Deep Concern’ at Lack of
I r ¢ 1 Belfadt,Telegraph Oct ober 23, 2015; Vincent Kearney, “PSNI Ai ms
News, October 23, 2017.
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made provision for an official oppositior
eeanlesnd i ncluded provisions on parading
ies were unable to reach final agreement
with the past. In addition, the Fresh
erns about parantihlei taarrrye satc toifv iat ys,e nsipoarr kSeic
cial in connection ¢tIoRAt meBbregust 2015

and

St e
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ORichard Haass served as President George W. Bush’s specia

currently president of the U.S. Council on Foreign Relations.

11 For the full text of the December 31, 2013, draft agreement presented by hih&ss @egotiating team, see
http://www.northernireland.gov.ukéass.pdf

12The Stormont House Agreement is availabletgds://www.gov.ukjovernmenfjublicationsthe-stormonthouse
agreement

BThe Fresh Start Agreement is available at Government
November 17, 2015, &ttps://www.gov.ukjovernmentiewsa-freshstartfor-northernireland
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OngoiPmgd i ticaly Ihmst Rleinleiwted Tur

Despitei mpromouvcehdi seeur ofd § $GdHmwoede Ftrhed a,c ohgreaemme nt

remabout itlhiet ys toafb t he daenvdo It vheed fgroavgeirln meynnto f ¢ o mmu
NorthermMAsI molt @add t hmemmlteoviollavpesde dg oivne rJ anuary 2017
tensions related to Brexit and other 1issues. It
snap Assembly elections to,lreede sbtya bfloirsmhe rt hFei rdset v oMi
Arlene KRes©OD&dP afidt Deputy FNest]l Mohi Stan Mechelle

Sincet tdhedhgvol ved goverthhmen€CohenabetenstdDssedsby?
19) pandbwhaldedgdhdempllueememt at Boetxwdde hanodposutst oms
rulfes Northewhikthemamg unionists view as dividiori
the UK (i.e., BOrxdtt BrrtaamigemenThe fpas Northerrt
mpoédtical tur mdoillE awittelri i ttelpePpBURH o wnhy al eader
end of aMa fiidGd21 ena n dSn rJ Wneef f2r 02yl . Dolhad desmon bec:
t hien DIUPt ¢ J’msneec o({ntdh en el RhogR ke r ,Gimv abhUP me mb e r

the Assembt Yg¢s ianmst.effi€Res ¢ e mt DUP Le”dddroswhip Cr i

e nexts ahegdiulaerd yAssembly el dat Seps cmbevr d@ O 21 n
DUP 1 Pedetlt dson ass &srtcecodn ctehranpso-BahbeoxuDtU Ptahrfetroarn g e me nt s
Nor t her no hlfroerlcaen dt lgcen i pdactviod vteod gover nment . Shoul d
withdraw its miniivet e(risn cfilrwsdin nt ghtee hEpx,efctehhirsl yccoul d 1
snap AssembISyWlempleictapondmesl.9oWw Brexit,

)
(5]

- 0 o0~ o
5 -h mh ot - o

20220 CridPepvolmetdh&Gover nment

March 2017 Snap Assembly Elections

The 1immedi at edeivioplevteuds ’gfloavime wtanhrnayeo l21Gabpis ecaandal over
flaws 1in a renewable enetrhgéyn rpsrto gMiasunmsittheert i al 1y ov
previ ouesn treorl pentdassei mhf h2edd guty First Minister Martir
Sinn FdifiocaFbster taonsitsgmgoawbhrid ¢ yabhefenstgm sch
was Iinv,Fotsitgatamddd Geednesasrdepyginmgidsfni epsrto tne s t

Mc Gui isness$ gnat ifeomr ciend amfefwe ®tl ections (mdor tcladl ed
rules governimnsg pNesvheatheng bidhagdment $ he first mi
deputy firstwintihnoiust¢ sae nrreepblé¢apgenvgi tnhoimm nsaet wdde day s
government cannot continue and new elections mus

Te
f

soownseveral i1issues other than $hdeenstgm 6so0oan
ce snap Assembly el edc tiino ntsh.e Twhack ee loefc ttihoen sJ] uweer
erendum on EU membeovyBrpxathmp afine alt M@emwtph ecarnre a s ¢
land. Other points of cowmtemttiad ilmdlsthdddntghe
t he 1| egasleixz anhaproern Sf nmamein supported both me
posedFdsteanr. |’sedl e chteiadddghc,a nbpu tNeMilelh e ¢ ¢ ¢ e ©

Mc Guinnes s ’sasl eSaidnent lFeemi mMIde ¢ 1 8 iisd nc aFmp ani g

( Mc Guinneasngdawasadiyl la few weeks after the electior

As s e®DEQiHh e nuMmbsemblify seats contested in 2017 w
(contested isnc htehdeu lreedg WyH0elcoh yaslepecefvo muus |y agreed 1 e

r
I
a
0

holl=TNe I ]

“Sinead O’Shea, “Northern Ireland, ForcedNewYorkSTimgsn Fein, Se
Janvary &, 201 7 ; “NI Election: Everything You Need to Know Abo:
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the size oflThtehdURs semalimbedr t hf 4,a abBgiensnt nFaeiOnl 7

wase gaasdetdhe bi,g ggeisvte nwiintnse r¢ hec pysvimuse gugpi bgt we
two parties §re.amA VhOitgshe aotfs ranbofdS w el ed by anger oV
ener gy s cpaenrdcacli vaendd laack o f boom é¢sdBrempfatcot m olno nNdoornt h e
Iretampears to hBeen fawdcroeniineuSneimtaoys sAl 1 i ance Party.
timee i As $dmbly, uni omnins to vpearratlide smadjigd infoyts ywnibm 1 i ¢
because osfhathingomwelres but highly edblematic for

Table 1.Northern Ireland: Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAS)
2016 and 201#lection results

Political Party 2016 2017
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP; haflthe unionist, conservatiye 38 28
Sinn Fein (SF; hatithe nationalistleft-wing 28 27
Social Democratic and LaboParty (SDLPmoderate nationalist, centdeft) 12 12
Ulster Unionist Party (UUP; moderate unionist, centaght) 16 10
Alliance Party of Northern IrelanAPNI; nonsectarian, centrigitiera) 8 8
Green Party (nonsectariafeft-wing 2 2
People Before Profit Alliance (PBR#ansectarianleftwing) 2 1
Traditional Unionist Voice (TUMardline unionist, rightving 1 1
Independent (unionist) 1 1
Total 108 90

Sources: % % &l Election 2016 5 H V X Chip ViwwwDbWe.comiewskElection2016horthern_irelandfesults and
% % &I Election 2017 5 H V X OhpVwwwDb¥e.coniewsElectionhi2017fesults

Reestablishing the Devolved Gover nment

Following the March 20d¢go ts inbametpti wesesne nibhley DeUPe, ¢ tSii onnns
and t hnea ipng Thietri ¢ a |WH [WoEmR efsgi tas mee w devolved governn
repeatedl yidtyabived]l npphmkemdDg wd gevesstBrexit
exacetbastedhse DUP was the only major Northern 11
BrewhiSihnn Fein and trhne Jlortechleart dmooppapt oyfheendst & P
support for the Conservative PartyUKsbwee nment 1in
2017 snap gtnerhétreheclgdtowSaniemn dFiesitnr aasndd ntahdee DUP
reaghampmewehar ing mogrree ednefnfti c ul t

On December 16, 2019, the UK and I rwisthh gtohvee r n me n
maipml itical parties aimed at reestablishing the
foleldmwot her UK soatpbDegcembaef2,0th?9 whi ch PBomes Mini st
Johnss oGlonser vati vwei nPcairn gy pwaornl iaa meomnt ary maj or it y.
negathledBi nfluence in d&the tUKu Ptahreahpparomesapde ct s for 1 «
Nortthel iseldewd]l ved?® gover nment

BHarry McGee, “DUP Smarting fr om CliishiraesMarch 3, 20d7% Enda wi t h Si nn
McClafferty, “Assembfygr EUnconosasma”BBB€aNeRssuMarch 4, 2017
®Padraic Halpin, “UK Election Clears Way for Northern Irel

2019, Annabelle Dicks-®he¢c t No nPolRiefDecenberdd 2009d ° s Po s t
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On January 10Sida0820gnd htth OdJPt e d ppuatr afiodrevaalr d by
the UK and Irish governments .Tthoeerpwoemsetfrab i ngh t he
de,klnowiNe avs Decadeqga dNis wwhphprinddg addresses a number
issues, i n cdl ueddiuncga thicoanldtchonenacse wr messs t 0t a inmpfa wiviei tt th e
Norther’m potlanddhe¢e¢ abntodtt di tnicdmddlena ktankd Langua g
Ac,t iansi tially &dmamndednh but essentially sought
the use of the Irish (GhelBkepttbndgnaggagehi{bherpiiga
l anguageos Emg Iwahwiahaytyn i om0 8 ¢sisndpear t et rt ilee idagle.
provfiidedt he offiwiNdrtkebgtnhzecdabmdhiklhs-Seat s
langwmglbkadvheir wider ustel nigid hgab sdeardd needn tf osre t
etsabl it woi hggwguage cOmmies sfioaneimrsi shSaatdlo one for U
enhance, protect, and develop caBht 8 adguampgde and
t hler i s h g opvreormrminseendt saddi tional financial support f
de®1 .

ReceDdtPLeader ship Crisis

In late April 2021t h-®BUPs tdi Ms dst slsefandceFrosphhiepwiotvhe r B
and other controversies prompted her eaodemnounce
at the end ofiMaypkenei Ma yFR21002tl , Mt he DUP chose Noc
Agriculture Minister Pdwis ®Poonosenasdjtbhowewetgad
intttmdserveéenastfrrasmdmehbyge Bawvl oGimasnfetro becom

Foster osfifginceida lahsy ofitierkrsutn e2m01241 . Under t h&s devol ved
poweharing rsulreess,i gkhoasttieorn al s o tf'dde Ot 8 Depst gp Fdo:
The first mini sitneirs taenrd pdoespiuttiyo nfsi easrtel fit comsei deersei dg n
the other also. cBEBabkswitwg btmlsd o hti OdJP and Sinn I
seven days to nominate Asphatedgnriesr fparmr ttyhesaa Ipo
nominate a replacement hegwt Aesemdl gf cl bkets ©wnen md
These rulhes fmasnt mini dmaes taemsd pasyiswtt] yhyad v @ stt h an
suppor tt hoef DblUlPt mnd Sinn Fein.

Sinn Fein 1 nrdeifcuastee dt oONecewnbolnhidnsa tder pfad ylr cwirmsg m
Fost eres iwg it ahtoiuccn progress 1in etnhaec tlirng hi nltam gluaavg eme
ot ceaurl tisrsaule s (previously agreed to in Ohe 2020 N
June 17n0 024ty to avoid the prospect of a collap
another snap Ashse WKl yp eaenlda abftmimontt tFlea tn talga e B K
parliament wdhedids h ntedbgacketuia Oegiodbleat 2021 1 f t
Notrhern I r elfaanidl eAd steanPdoop tsso bbadydchtehdenntd E & & d

nomi nG@itveadn aisnifsitresctondes pst ewi thin the DUP about t
agreement and resulting DUPsmpmot.i ¢Aal ¢ th otug hp rGad cvea a
andN&Oill were confirmed asinfiisrtseers memitbwed yhhd de
DURllél happi Podstl evaidtefirosr hciepda rhn o nrcegsaih iagm r t y

leader

“"Thee xt of the New Decade, New Approach deal is availab
Government in Northern Ir e lhtipa/dvwi.gowdgoveramenttewsfeatto-seer y 9, 2
restoredgovernmenin-northernirelandtomorrow

B¥Shawn Pogatchnik, “Midnight Br esahkatrhPolitigo, gine 15,2028, ColmNor t her n T
Kelpie and Ciara Colhoyn “ DUP Revolt over First Minister Confirmation,?”
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Sir
l eadrerJune.

JDeofnfarl-edys oDnU P

metnhbee rU Ko fP-arrel pidfaiwect BURa s 1 t y

3Don &P Q@ dtohhaetd thiitsy pas oDUPb el ‘etaoght whel

d

wrongnpos id ypstkitangement s

f ¥Gi WNrmenmahienrsn flirreslta n d .

m niat eprbeustma@diod s ono hape s men
wouled nteo resi gn ehmbse rp oosfi tPiaornl iaasmean tm a nd
Northern Ireland Assembly. Donaldson has
neAs s e mbd gyt®%eo n s

tthhee rTomltediad €s o,

Main Political Parties in Northern Ireland

Democratic Unionist Party (DUP).  The DUP has been thaigest unionist party iilNorthern Ireland since
2003. Itenjoys considerable Protestant support and strongiyofs union with thedUnited Kingdom (UK). The
party initially opposed the 1998 Good Friday Agreement, viewing virtually any compromise with Irish nation
as a net loss for unionists. Socially conservative, the DUP opposesaband sameex marriageFrom 2015
until May 2021, he DUPwasled by Arlene Fosterin late June 202ollowing a period of political turmoil within
the party,Sir Jeffrey Donaldson became the new leader of the DUP.

Sinn Fein. Sinn Fein has been thargest nationalist party iNorthern Ireland snce 2003. ladvocates for a
united Ireland. Sinn Fein is anialand party and has a political presence in both Northern Ireland and Ireland
(with members in both the Northern Ireland Assembly and the Irish Parliament). HiatyriSinn Fein was the
political party associated with the Irish Republican Army (IRAgftwing party, Sinn Fein traditionalias
received considerable support from workiegass Catholics. In 2018, Mary Lou McDonald became leader of S
Fein replacing former longervingleader Gerry AdamsSince 2017, Michelle Reill has led Sinn Fein in the
Northern Ireland Assembly and is considered the pavty " QRKIHUQ OHDGHUu VKH L \kade.V

Ulster Unionist Party (UUP).  The UUP is amaller, centerright Pratestant party that supports union with thg
UK. It was the lead unionist party involved in the negotiations on the Goodalrkgreementin May 2021, the
UUP elected Doug Beattie as its leader.

Social Democratic and Labo ur Party (SDLP). The SDLP is amsaler, centerleft Catholic party that
supports a united Ireland achieved through peaceful méawss the lead nationalist party involved in the
negotiations on the Good Friday Agreemeiihe SDLP has beead by Colum Eastwood since 2015.

Alliance Party. The Alliance Party is aonsectarian, crossommunity partylt is centrist and liberal in political
orientation. The Alliance Party has beesdl by Naomi Long since 2016.

Donal ds
become a
signale

Resurgence of Rioting-ApmdlV2@6Rdnce in
In late March 2a0n2dl ,e asrployr aAdpirci vi ol ence and riotin;
several cities and towns in Nort Hemrn Dlelrerlyayn d, i n
unrest began with gangs of youths 1in enpredomina
March 29; r11ioti figl nicnl uBdeilnfga satt toanc kAsp reimbapol i ce of f
described as some of the worst violence seen 1in
of ficers were injured?  ver the course of the vio
Much ofetshe was concentrated in economically disa
gangs llionyykaeld sttaod pag almda Y@ tconsiderable influence,
interface areas between unionistialndasmsads somadti st
suggested loyalist paramilitaries could be orche
Northern Ireland police audalhtolridntdilevsi dsuuablsse qwuietnht 1ty

®Freya McClement s Donal dson

June 30, 2021.
20« S r

, “Jeffrey

Jeffrey Donaldson

Ra t i Ifishdichesa s

DUP’ s Ne

t,0” RBIBIC fdawsL,a gAwmg Wsatl 1 24, MLOA2 IS.e at

2lTordan Kenny, “Timeline: Ho w BBGNewse r Aap rlirle 11a2n,d > 20 2Vli;o 1 “eBieclef a
Rioting “ Was Worst Se e n BBGilNeWwsAprit14,262h T rel and in Years, 7
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such loyalist grouple@ me w pnhoatd esdabnecetni bilne voafinvoerdg, & nti z
( SEReemaining Paramilitar y”blesl.sdishees MNonrdt hDeirsns ildreenlta nAd
Assembly unanimously condemned the %iolence, as
A complex ¢ o6mbi mbacshiibmnd otfhe unrest. Considerable
unionist unhapPBrexdss wWiotrthetrhanpostustoms arranger
Ami d other demographic, pol it incda,l ,t-Baenedp ossotc i et al
pr oviaspipoemastr t o have exacerbated unionist concern
and enhanced a sense of unionist disenfranchisen
that strong rhetoric agaimisdst tphel Brifwirahsrmayngla
fueled tensions in unionist/loyalist(S8Soemmunities

“I'mplicati dédmsl @W. )Brexit,

At the same time, observers mnote thationei nn mmed:i
late March 2021 by Northern Irelandl@Qusboralies
distancing restrictions apnedr spounb Ifiucn ehreaall tihn pJruonteo c
formerxahkghg I RA official byTiSd nfahudenal |wasdeatsthd g
Deputy Fir’Nei Mini Foer m®Ony -wannd nwhatts ,t htehyi sr e gnacri dlee
lack of police end8rcemenicdf-erhehienof@oOrVchebd ftuhneeirra 11
standing viewarndd i na pdooluibclieng and the j,udiciary i
more broadly, a sense that the 1998 peace accord
than the unionist and loyalist communitdiees. Addi
frustration and bolr% dloooc kddioewnt so, tehsep eCcOiVallDl y a mon g
economdeprlilwéd areas.

o)

ngoing Challenges in the Pea

The search for peace and reconciliati®esmesn North
include bridging sectarian divisions and managin
protests, and the use of flags and emblems); dea
paramilitary concerns and cuadbnmmi didevadleappmearctt i
equalhiet 2013 Haass initiative, 2014 Stormont Hous:s
Agemeattt empted to tackle-st omdh anlglpeanagtessmefa sturese 1
agreed these suwecees dendiadaedtcddhocandcse of a devol ved g
between 2017 and 2020

Sectarian Divisions

Observers suggest that Norther,n wlirtehl aPnrdo treesnhtaainnts
Catholic communities Sekhopotsngnllahgabyngndpacdbba
Ireland remaidemoist y ycommgdictSHOFH ZPPOVmM tscome ar e

2Lisa O Carroll ,lifNerShaerRadamillaintda Pioe GuartlantApri®@e20Zln d Recent
Laura Noonan, “Criminal Gangs Bl a kiradcialfTimesA@Siltlé, RORln g Nort her n
2Ppeter Foster and Jim Brunsden, “London and Bnabciali n Call f o

Times Apr il 8, 2021 ; David Young, Rebecca Bl ack, and James W
and RiRelfast iegegrgh, April 8, 2021.

“Shawn Pogatchnik, “Northern Ireland * P1 dPglilice, Aprilwi t h Mat ches
2021; Stephen Castle, “Northern Irel anQlewSorkTimedgrila s m of Vi ol
8,2021;bn Haverty, “How Brexit FEoreignRolicgApM 1352021i n Nort hern Irel a
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Protestant iagnhdb oC%IE shoodlshact ense of the ndmpendofigpeac
on the NoftheetheoedDépartment of Justice and Housir
responsibility for, tlWwhematpyprthes yo fa frsetp reiwaectd uurvdeaesld] s
such a fences, regtahtkee sn,u nabnedrb gotfo spehryss isceaplar at i ng Pr
Catholic commehimdOSNdr aheome Exel atndwoer khiansg bteoe n
remove t hesipnecaec ebOwhil R ssurlviey offo pmdbdebat 30% of |
interviewwhd wahtdls td omre maeamsfomtsy pl a dlehsee csuarmet y2 0 1 5
surabkbyo found 4t hhdpte onpolmee vheahda m nt er act ed with anyon
community living on the oA h20rl 9 isduer voefy ,t hheo wneevaerre, s
gradual attit uodritn aolf crheammogvei nign tshuepppeace walls an
among youn%er people.

Sectawianodis are pawmtriagl ahky PDphlalQIs kbR Q
manmnyni onist cultural angdarede¢egioo®momgesattmhagi ons

history. eAvVtakoumhjoh iptayr aodfe st haersee naontn ucaolnt ent i ous
through or c¢close to areas populatedumanomiyt by Ca
parades as triumphalistouabnd si,n ttihmi dmatricrhg )n.g DBuweraisn
provoked fierce violence. Many Protestant organi

whiarthbi trates dis ppatse sl aorvgeerl yp abri aadsecadmhdbauvteefsa vor o f
repeatedly ar gthed cfo ofhfifsfisairlotinss had wmegr t he years to a
contentious 1issue of parading Fomldl oowilnmag etdh ep rroitoets
sprdithzhd in light of ongoing tensions over Brexi
2021 marckiomg dss@scson nParadesd andleabated events
marching season, however, pa%sed without any sig

Secamrtiensaireen s damhs#®l ation to the wuse of flags an

A series nofl apred 2éslt2k yain2 O0al 3d efcoilslioowmi ntgo fly the uni
Bel fast City Hall only omondé&jsglghiaglktde d afysi riad ths
issues between the uniofhstprotdesntsjomasdiby bypmn
loyalists, occurred in Belfast and elsewhere 1in
Northern Ireladdsloefidehse sacbethanmnidivide receiyv
political party 6ffices were vandalized.

In JuneCo2nmliés,s iaon on Fl agmsd, Thddnttiton,awBGwmwlstssrte bl i
t e cont e saintdou sr ecpmmendbuet nadadtdoe h’EHipsh e m

commi s s i ono fc oln5 imetmbder s, with 7 eappowliinticedalbyp dNotrit
and Wn dffaom out s i dewatsh eo rgiogvienranl nheyn tp;r oiptos ed by t he
subsequently emoots Hdbuise tAlge e8tment and the Fresh
Al t hougmmti biss om was supposed to produclk8 a report
mo n tihtss, wornlk ywals bde t handi theofolldlapsaskf the dev

%Paul Nolan, “Two TribesltishPimeDPi Aipdad Nor 2Wd7n Rodbbdard Meredi
Education: DUP MLA Says All Schools Should Be Integr e BBC Rews November 25, 2020.

%“Northern Ireland Interfaces: More Residents Want Peace W
NI’*s Peace Walls ComeYeDomwnTdryg €t02,3” tBBMeNa wsl,0 May 3, 201 8;

Ireland,Peace Walls Programme Attitudinal Surv&ammary of Resultslovember 2019.

2 The Parades Commission was established in 1998 as an independent body to rule on disputed parades.

2%Julian O Neill, “Twelfth ParadkEsciAdenoss” NBB€ChNews Jrthhndl:
Megan Specia, “Northern Ireland’s Mar c Newnygrk TSmealWlyon Be gi ns i

13, 2021.

P« Q&A: Northern Ireland Flag Protests,” BBC News, December
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bet weean@ OX®0mani s si on delad vtehe df it st rmipmirgtt ¢r an
m niistt ekrul yt B62fhapthmten shared with the rest of t
Executive, the At neMbityh d@02f8hethebNbdpcthern I[rel
motion calling for the Esecce¢pobve.to publish the

Dealing with the Past

Fully addressing the legacy of violence 1in North
Friday Aagsrseeermi&entdt t ha¢ssential to acknowledge and
victims of violence as a’"hec26866&,r ytkd eMiemtthordtnrl
Assembly established a Commission form¥ui endms an
their families. Several legal procesalsofor exan
e xi st Thaasve sitdiglaudons intobdeat e dicladteald utna tt
PSNI investigations by ttlee Po(lH@IF)Ombutde miama If oad a g
involving allegations of police misconduct; and
(concluded in 2010) into the 1972 Bloody Sunday
Critics argue these varioasl leapgmrdoapahbhcamsd egi we psr
or incidents Mamngr obgeoswer somlpees t hat progress i
slow; as of 2019, therel avtead codugdhliyn 1t yOH]l cowdil
the PSNEONIOthers ptoiateodmdnsemd wintvlol svseme of thes
procecsrsesxanmiple, the BlHbdy Suhdagldomoaityobonts$
and took 12 y?’Remg hti m gcoenmeptlsheetsstusway to address No
I relsagiagdc y of violence has been difficuldt, in lar
nationalists continue to view the conflict diffe
Several rfefwuretmher vimieghliiogmht eadboqut dealsiagawyth Nor
of violence andlpuMapch@Edhagalktestsed inmnt® findings
deaths in August 1971 in fimeg uBasltl ycnounicPl huyd eadr et ah aotf
people keht e de Wgarnedn HMoolfcacttdter ¢ kil led by the Briti
inquest could not definiltOh v e P’y mildyt e2r Ondi In,e twhheo Fheald
Hi gh fCowtnmhdalte August 1998 nOmthh& hd osmbi kg eRleal IR
29 pppoopslseiocbuhlyde been apnmdeceomtmecd ded t hatthlebosh t he U

ernments undertake titmweks tiing healtle dgsetniret be t he mp i

()]
]
<

The issue of prosecuting former British soldiers
Tr oluebsl s®mains contentious. During the 2019 UK ge
pledged to protect veterans from prosecutions re¢
ApriltRO2UK minisalelre¢e Fodpgomesdtmavwa ng to shield fo

¥®Jayne McCor mandk, BYDran:DdNthi Flags Commission’s Brief Too Bi
Us See Flags and Bélfast felegraph RFeepborruta rNo w,6”, 2021; Jayne McCor mac
Release of Completed Flags aR2d200lul ture Report,” BBC News,
31 Commission for Victims and Survivor§ GGUHVVLQJ WKH /HJDF\ R, JaRUANW20HUM20HODQG TV 3DVV
https://www.cvsni.orghedial 970jan-2019addressinghe-legacyof-northernirelands-pastpolicy-advicepaper.pdf

2James Clarke, “Was the Bloody Sunday Report Value for Mon:
BA coroner s -finding exercise to determine tfieaciccimstances of a death; it is not a trial and the

coroner does not decide questions of criminal or civil liability. For more information on the Ballymurphy inquest, see

Colm KelpuephyYyBdhhymst: Coroner Finds 10 Victims Were Inno
UK House of Commons Librarynvestigations of Former Armed Forces Personnel Who Served in Northern [reland

February 22, 2021.

¥Rory Carroll, “OmaghBBembPngv€autd, Giardiay Julfd3,2621.Court Judge
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sol diers ferroam pTrroosuebcluetsi ons (he was forced to res:
subsequently). In May 2021, the trial of two for
republican paramiliotaayl aakl8§f 2a doli)dusl iyb R 2elue d ¢ n
prosecutors announrnacgdsthhegnpniwseul d wda lodti heerlrs faocrcnuesre
of murdering Catholic civilians 1in 1972 (includi
inadmissiBle evidence

Stormont House Agreement Provisions

The 2014 Stormont HousesApgngefnont peWblgddHes tet
iss’tbased largely on proposals made during the 2

X +LVWRULFDO ,QYHYVSITIDIWL RQHVd §Q s at hfeo rwwar rkd
of the tPHPeNIand investigating outstanding ca:
TroubhdK governmdmt lpdedgdedsure to the HIU.

X ,QGHSHQGHQW &RPPLVVLRQ IRU ,QIMRWeP DMWLIRK) 5+bWUILdHY D O
enable vwmetwvimorandos seek and privately recei:
con frleilcatt ed violence. It would be established
gwernments dbapaweoatndéd¢ dfbem the justice systems
Any i1information wporuolvdi albadi it ©or I Ihéeen d {C 1 Rn d
civil procrcrdédvingusagld uiwhfoowanwltvdi adreo t b e
i mmune etcal tsphrmausl d evi dentiary requirements be

Xx 2UDO +LVWRUWSWFKL¥YHhi ve would provide a centra
fam all backgrounds to share experiences and

Xx ,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ DQG 5HERERQF LbOoLOwWeLIRQe *BURXKSr k o n

t he mes, archives, and information recovery 11

and reducsem.sectariani
Efforts to esthbgasfittthesicofournn¥lk 1 aw, however
divisions betweeanthbke UKngokhandmeand some nation
advogoant etshe ot hernatoiveema lpvresodptomd raidteyd ctao t he discl o
certain iVaifoimatigowups and natnatniadnalt ss eweewrei tcy n
could be used to cover up Atr itnhieniasie nweruonnigodnoiisntgs by
voiced tchancarhre poapdsadfHIEWly target former s ol
Successnmentgowve rssteasl eammadt et hien reestablishing the
between 2017 and early 2020 also impeded work on
Northern leghagdof violence.
Ne WK Government Proposals
In the January 2020 New Decade, New Approach dea
the UK government pledged to 1ng¢ e otdhmep el elgeagciys 1 at i
bodies pr 2o sde Stiomr momea HouMesr Abr206mntthe UK go-

¥«“Johnny Mercer: Tory MP Resigns as Defense Minister,”

BB
Army Veterans Accused of Of f ilrish Tame, MaR4A2021gMike baBride, Mur der Col 1
“Prosecutors Drop TSohdless CasBBCANawnstlJ] Eky 2, 2021.

%Anne Cadwallader, “Bereaved IrBuTimed i PscHmber a3 Rji gh015po ¢ Wiell
U.S. LawyersinBidto ResolveaNt i onal S e c ur Belfagt TélegrapbFebbuary b7 u2016;,Gareth
Gor don, “Troubles Legacy Consultation Launched by Gover nme
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ed 1ts intentionfinforatdhe fmnetiHdIUt wmancdy d el cRh &
aAgrttkad Stoor mont hdo WKe gAhAgraeaamemtt, said 1t W
ependeivotvercsdye and manage both the infor ma-
i gative as p’eicnt so rodfe rtt Hitean v le engs dug Het fd fypenctsteimveer e
orouPh, but quick.
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K Secretary of StateLftowi sNassketredl tdhhandhBr JKd
oufregmain true to thentprilomwcs gbhgr odmdamhteshdS8d or
hanges woulpdhesadgaek emphasis on gatahnddna nigng nf or mze
t a faster opvalceed gteo bredftarice viet kias®PFlh@sesVg f c hi me .
0Q was widely rejected by Sinn Fein, other mnat.i
rganizattchaagasnganldo f pammtd iveosul d essentially curt
d tihmpedde process and The Heildibhbhegdvodmmamt¢t mber s
f theathkKknPanl sowo ®xapbreewts etdhe propd9sedmebtandess ¢ o
grecweengtacy méchanis ms

D>ONONN02(:N""VJU‘O

In Jully 202 UKagaomvammmamt tbring forntwartd elssging li atlil
woudmndd allodx droatudd eprosecutions, inquests, and ci
security force§heatW&k gpavemnhmenar ptang atto omstr odu
““o apply equaddlyatedaildcildombd esbringing an 1 mme
of criminal investigations and prosecution
ern Ireland”Bams i niunnigtoibaylt sMasr cpha s2t0.2 0 pr op os
nment coafifiambdSsThntfaowsmahtdiloen "Reedbher yt Badyt h
nd ITCIR called for in the Sttoamoad Wiotuke Ag
estigating deast Hsorort lgseenmiuanyeso aiemndjouiro bust i nfor
overy, ~rather than”Tthoe c2r0Oe2alt ep rao pfoislael faolrs op rionsce
t abmapdr aor al Ha madsosreyr tisn itthiaatt itvhee g‘me@atmynment W
vtihteal aspects proposed for thé&** Implementation

(DQ_FF—‘
e k¢

o0 < < "o

y
0
0
I
n
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f

announcing these new legacy plans, including
hnson asserted tphratp otshael sg owweurl dmadintlaowwnaNor t her n
der th¥SETroebhewgwds$§ 8¢hkhno ¥Wee dkgneodw tthhaatt, t he pr o
the end of criminal prosecutions will be diff
at ewel ifThahktt | w,r gufealc vt sh adant tiiomf erffe®mo ves ymany famil i
d victimswoasd dp dss imwilteh aenf fcawatriemtadd hée glae s on pr
y to help Northern Ireland m&%e further along

£ ® TOoO == O 0" =T ZO

® S5 B OB

SSecretary of State for Northern Irel armdssiBgNorthelon Le wi s, St
Ireland Legacy I s ships:#questiondtatements.parBamentulritedrstatementsietail2020
03-18HCWS168

BT bid. Also see Government of the UK, “UK Government Sets
Northern Ireland,” press release March 18, 2020.

¥Julian O’>Neill, “New Plan for NI Troubles Ofases to “Limit
Government of Ireland, “Statement by Tanaiste on UK Govern
2020; Rory Carroll, “Troubles Legacy GuaMian OctOhem28,208 Go ve r n me

40 Government of the UK, Northeiireland Office, $GGUHVVLQJ WKH /HJDF\ RI, uRWAVOMU Q ,UHODQGTV
https://www.gov.ulkgovernmengublicationsaddressinghe-legacyof-northernirelandspast

41 1bid.
2As quoted in, “Plan to End All NI Troubles Prosecutions C.
43 bid.
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The sUKR 021 hwepbsahthcsrhietabvgiihazgbiln p ol iitn cMdr tphheartn e s
Irel aNadtionalists contend that ending prosecutio
government to cover ’supactthieo ntsr udtuha nanhgd wthh iets KTex osutbaltee
object t o ewh aats telifmtoya vl i s lfibneg avke e mc y he actions of
paramilitaries with a blanket statute of 1imitat
UK parliament, and many human rightsrmamndawsicti ms
weltludnng with 1 eshpagtest ¢ ot thepllemgmed bodies et
St ormont HouBr JAglyeyednktnt2021, the Northern Irela
(withouoppgossagt)hesUKegoteBmmegntpl ans .

Remaining Paramahidt Digslslemés Activity

Paramilitary Concerns

Experts contempdbt he ampaajareadnill o taalriys tor gani zations a
Troubles are now commantdede ma tfnihreen p otkbaeseevcearl, pr o c
appant continue dgreoxuipsst eanncde tohfe isroneen ga ge ment 1 n co1
in both t htethneani omiadt sdmd¢d ommponsees o heightened ¢
par amil ittya riyn aNcotrit vhie rtnh el rltkh apaadvdaiims s2 Oh¥e d a study

t hset atus of republliictaar WiHdndwiFeoewnaltlt ptalt @ mai n
paramilitary groups operathbhhteyodarcdemg ethhee d Tr oubl e
leadership “odf fddarcehn tZirtbengmma ¢ st,ed t o peaceful means
politicalAttolbg ecamevetsi me, thet  revdewi cdoak]l mdmlbde r s
paramilitary groups still represent a threat to
invol vement in Orhgearnei ziesd rcergiunhea,r aunmnds ancti oned ac:
direct contraventmicdfi omf leadership inst
Th20 Fyesh Start Agda emosncte rsnosu gahbto utto tahde main par
in Northdmownlgr ol dmdeinmemesrsarcteesdo fa principles that
e

mb e r sAsosfe ntbhl eyE xaenvde twichrek t obwaanrddilnllgi par ami l it ary

or gansamd itoom t ake mno 1 nsut relilcatgiroenesmefnrto na 1ssuoc he aglrl oeud
estabhneswm,i-mEgonber international body to monitor p
annual lgy e proova rade tveifithlg nigelsnmdlcetpienngd e nt Reporting
Commi ssibagdghiR&9 2tkhle7 UK gade t o mesmhatthe d e
repre¢s ot a pa ntdh e hleR@&rn I r el antdw®E x e ¢ tasnintubailn d me d
report, Noevleenabseerd I2R062 Oa st sheartt epda r wrmimlaii tnssr ias me al i t y
Northern ”andldimng&lifeg contintoaygdwiswvhamdiit riatckr y act

“4“Troubles: Political Reaction to PM’s Plan to End Prosecu
Fora gn Affairs, “Statement by Minister for Foreign Affairs
14, 2021 ; Ei mear McGovern, “NI Assembly RRelffastcts UK Governm
Telegraph July 20, 2021jcéVOppdDmstiGnoaups TWVoubles Plans,” BBC

45The 2015 assessment focused on the following paramilitary groups: the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF); the Red Hand
Commando (RHC); the Ulster Defense Association (UDA, which also conducteksattater the name of the Ulster
Freedom Fighters, or UFF); the South East Antrim (SEA) group of the UDA; Loyalist Volunteer Force (LVF); the Irish
Republican Army (IRA, also known as the Provisional Irish Republican Army, or PIRA); and the Irish National
Liberation Army (INLA).

46 Government of the UKindependent Report: Assessment on Paramilitary Groups in Northern Ireaober 20,
2015, athttps://www.gov.ukgovernmengublicationsAssessmerdn-paramilitarygroupsin-northernireland

47The UK government chose formerS. Special Envoy for Northern Ireland Mitchell Reassits representative on
the IRC. Reiss served as special envoy in the George W. Bush Administration from 2003 to 2007.
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apprbopheh combines i pjovhsattiicneg raemsdpenses wot hddress
underlyingisochoakkomgems facing commuddi ties in wh
Corcns persiisfil ndbmad dtheparamilitanreiaed yi MaNetht he
2021, loyalist pard mihey aweyr eg rwiutphsd raanwmiomgr csceup p or
Agreement tempoennms |agbmgpute melnet a o Boetxodde he post
arrangements fohaNothhygrmitwehandividing Norther

UKand t hg etalt @ ntiAmio o g h t hgersoeu plso yrael mfasitme ,o nt teyw sa&l s o
warntthat t Ba ecxwttndewetd, pirfobdetmsresol‘pedmacaewnktd 1ead
destrodtithe pé¢adenplddacartd Shesl &W) Brexit,

The Di sEHhrdeatt

Sectuyr ias s es s me mtiss siiddinccaatne ptghlaoth p § a bifsitrea saen d
opposed9®8 phkeaecentaicrweasdt¢e ot pu.dhefie ment2i0ae d
revotftwparamilitartdhtgrtoluep smantatt mssihg mihfdiecaatnti n Nor t h
Ireland was gmoowps noovatdhdyadtchtdt but rather. by dissi
The redesewibed dgsougentsl pps fsimppt/deactelnear, albeit

At t he meame xtperts mnotdo trheatt hla wes itdheen ts agmeo ucpasp a c i
sustained taedgrireorl RA mpiad ghnet ween tMos t]l DT0 & henditls

republican groups are small in compBteéson to the
Accor dUkKkn gs etcour i,t lye seeuwramenetsl y four main:dt heident
ContinuityOERAiI @GI RANH)E;i rAeramnna Poblachta (ANP),
IRA (which reportedly was foargrhatad pion dZfeigeitr s These
prison officers, and other meBbewseaf208B8 aadud
dissident republicans were responsible for the d
and two i son officers.

In Janu aONIH 2d0elc8l,a r e d-f i,r saelltfh ooung hc eaa ssemal 1 s pl inter
oppositionfitfheet btherageopapnsd racumiahiomr iatciteisvewar n t h
by the INewpdmRWAi sBb&ree s uslpRA twatsh er eNsdpwomwarbyl e f o
2019 car pbmbBbedhan Then NemdldRrAyi med respbdbheibil it
April 20j9udaeaatihso¢f Whoa wMes Ke & ott swhiinl eL otnodvoenrdi enrgr yr
Securityepegﬁ/owwng sOphidtisisciadeon republican exp
that the Ne IRA has attempted to obtain weapons

48 Indepandent Reporting Commission ThiRéport November 17, 2020, attps://www.ircommission.orgews
centreirc-third-report

“As quoted in Guy Faulconbridge and Amanda Ferguson, “Nort ]|
for 1998 Reuterse MPeah, 4, 2021. A1 Who Ase ¢the NoftHern etandLoyaliats ¢ h n i k, «
Threatening to Shun P ePolitioo, MBreh,1202d.ver Brexit Fears?,”

®David McKittrick, “Northern Irel an dhenfidpendepFebruary 18P r oce s s a n.
2014; Ric ha rydReptblican Dissidents Hav&/MeAnd Will Not—G o A wlaish Tifmes July 19,

2017.

5MI 5, “ Nor t h ettpa//wivw.raid.gowmultiorthernireland

2The New I RA issued death, asgerirgthatit had iotendetto heot & pelice officer during the
riots, but hit McKee by accident.

%Naomi O’ Leary, “Northern Ireland Bomb Is a Warning We Can
Why Is Dissident Republican Activiyn t he Rise?,” BBC News, September 15, 2019
Dissidents’ Growing Sophistication,” BBC News, April 30, 2
MI5 and PSNI’s Operation Arbacia,” BBC News, September 30,
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Econoliwel opment and Equal Opportunity
Many assert that one of the beant Iwayantdo amds de a )
dissident gr dpspt o ncpomnotmoentuecwdi teecwenloompiqne alt a nd

opportunity Poont€sthalscs Nendhemy haelmade consi
advances since the 1990s.rBbtawdeand®dyY 7gnad 20 0y
of 5.6% annually (marginally aboveeatsheed UK oanver a g
over 171% 8o0ns tthoe 4°'TR & B20000890 Og7l.obaffeetedsiba regioc
howeargrdomomic rosdawedr ywowarvse nmuch of. the 1ast dec:

The COIVI Dpandemic and resulting restuniffeceded on
Nor t heelrdan dt ¢ ocB@tmly t he UK g oNoerrtnhneernnt Iarnedl atnhde E x e c u
implemented a tranmiet iog-d fine aRlw¥led e economic effect
measiunedfuiderancial support to enable busi-nesses t
empl oyed, -bgaocvkeerdn mleonatns for businesses, “and addit
Durthg height o4 9thockidown €OVE BeNwsretchnenrdn quart et

Iredsaeconomic oWt phbtietfedddddg irdt.eSrhewft hAUW2H06q u a

gr owtchonomic output has delbyehs4 U viahrotseurc koefs s2i 0v2e0 )«
and 1.6% (fir Al tqwagthe Nosf bZ@hbhpedPWonidbi meal

t e ronvse r t hMa ryceha r2 0tRoil s wa s a stlhoawheer Wka taev eorfa gdee cdleicn
of %Nolrt her’s Lnemphdfyoowre nAp Brdabvles %3 . 8n i dcR2ease of
percentage points over theawearecavge uwsneymplro ypbmetn tl orw
4 %T°

Someoxnw g anedcionngomi ¢ di fficmdtdiest amnl Nospmend ilesel a
l evaenldsi 1 g dsatrals in Nor t hbeerlno Wl rtehlea nUdK raésmeadi2nge . Of t
economic regions, fNioft e gstn vdarleudea mmdd dheadd ptelre capi t :
(£25,,908r] about beIswI @ther dJKe or£8B4B RUNRr t her n
Irehasndbotrh tfae ehwiognho mi t Yo) 02 @di a high pmagportion o
indi vidufibsqwdlhfBooadiensindicate the historical
Northern Irelmmntdhmaennya ionf rs¢oheakned bount of the Troul
many of the areas considered the most deprived a
predominantSoymeP reaxtpacstttdtawmdt most economically disadyv
Northern Irel an dashta vfes ebme ntBMEFRH €BYLGHQQ ¢

“OrlaRyan, “Northern Ireland’s Economic Fears,” BBC News, Ju

Strategy Consultation on Priorities for Sustainable Growth and Prospedanuary 2011.

55 Northern Ireland Assembly Research and Information Ser@icerview of COVIEL9 Funding in NI and the
Economic Implications: An Update De c e mb e r 16, 2020; UK Treasury, “Extra £80
Wales and Northern Ireland throughCotidd This Year,” press release, December 24

56 Northern Irelad Statistics and Research Agengythern Ireland Composite Economic Index Quarter 1 201y
8, 2021 Northern Ireland Statistics and Research AgeNoythern Ireland Labour Market RepoAugust 17 2021.

57 Gross value adde(@GVA) is similar, although not exactly equivalent, to gross domestic product; the UK government
uses GVA as the measure to compare regional economic performance. House of Commons Library Briefing Paper,
Regional andCountry Economic Indicatoy$-ebruary 2,12021.

58 Northern Ireland Statistics and Research AgeNoythern Ireland Miltiple Deprivation Measures 201Rovember

2017, John Campbell, “Bel fast Home to Half of NI’s 100 Mos
Duncan Morrow Sectarianismn Northern Ireland: A Revievniversity of Ulster, 2019, pp. 3&5; Testimony of

Monica McWilliams, in U.S. Congress, House Foreign Affairs Committee, Subcomaittarope, Energy, the

Environment and CybeThe United States Role in Reaffirming the G&aday Agreementhearings, 117 Cong., #

sess., May 5, 2021.
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At the same time, Northern Ireland has made stri
gap in economic activity rates between Protestan
1992 (when pbkercemawiamgte ad il 0f darregnecley) caonndv ehragse d i n t 1
year s The most recentd Odad/t,a tahwa ielcaolmloemiicn daicct a tva t
for Protestantss. ahd 6@d%Wi foonCathel penrecnetnt age poi
rates between the two commuh%tiie®$20dletreased fron
Over the pastot dmpPNeodecheafml dorpd mtoad pmr ¢ ¢ e ma n

have s opuglinobt elocedx pgorratwtelcr remd ¢ Nogs tcheamorrhire |l and
dependency onbtyhgrpwbhigc thectporn vatcec osuencttsorf.orThe
abo2u¢ o Htal emml ¢ hmeP®Note gihenm n [ r e laalnsdo fphoal visceydna k e r s
on attract mboolrne Heobrreu agrny i 2n0v2els,t melme Nor t her n I

ing
proposed a(£4B80t mf HAOQRWHIDP] Bt ond mic 71 e-ecoavlelreyd act i o
Rebuilding a St e¢nnogme edeEvceolnoopmyn ga nad hmog hee ra gsikliel 1 e d
wor k fsotriceu | at iamgl ri enspoaviraktdiionng a gameE npromaectoinmgny
investment t*r ade, and exports.

2

I mplicatiofis of Brexit

In thke Jike 2016 public reYetemsduimnoNoEUhmembEkr el
remaining in the EU, v569% dt oo n4 4% v(otrh eo flUhKe ecawei rnagl, 1
UK withdrew from the EU on January t3l, 2020, but
participastesiimgltehemaErUket and cmlsimomshunht @ams utnt onh
period that ¢ oenrc [3uldBrd2 R .Bedodeendb t o di visions witl
Irel amas asndcoamlbsadaldpe mppbadthe nt i al 1 mplicafsions for N
peace process, economwn,standt.iomatthes tlacadmger ter m,

The Iridedan B oWihtehdr awal Agreement

At the tl119Me&8 dofootdheFri dEY hmgmbemsehip vheboth the |
Republic of Ireland was regarded as essential to
providing a common EuroptaanaldeststynfNoruheonik
also provided a supporting framework for guarant
nondiscrimination prduiimnscicondd 988 tabe speacd tycachrd
di smantled 1n ac caogrrdeaecnnteen twi tahn dt hbee cpacuascee bot h t he
belongedsteinlkgéeEbBarket and cumitlbensl amd omgr ddre c
between Northern Irelandredd Thetapadedbdedanvely
important palbiltwwigialalasd mboyc on both sides of t he
produce a dpyramirc ecromsosmy .

PrevenkDUGeBRUGHUc ust oms ichdéchmfandtphgsture on th
was a key goal, angd @nntmnagtgda gdJtku mmbhldirnagwabll oacgkr e e me !

the UKY. I'rish, and EU leaders asserted repeatedl:

59 Northern Ireland Executive Offigeabour Force Survey Religion Rep@@17 January 31, 2019.
60 Northern Ireland Statistics and Research AgeNoythern Ireland Quarterly Employment Sey, June 15, 2021.

61 Northern Ireland Department for the Econorigpnomic Recovery Action PlaRebruary 25, 2021, at
https://www.economyni.gov.ukpublicationsémnomicrecoveryactionplan

62 For more information on Brexit, S&RS Report R4673@rexit: Overview, Trade, and Northern Ireland
coordinated by Derek E. Mix
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eci skieoenp ttohe UKh eositilbnigd e anmfa r ket .lam de aarulsyt o2nk 1 Q,n i to
K Parliament 71 el cwietdh dtirhaewailn iatgiraelelnkelnge tpharete t i
ecause of ¢ obEnDecFNVMWsRSa heuirikhd border, which woul
he EUoms wunion until the UK and EUSodmet er mi ned t
rexit advocafeelaadt andedheh&U we rteh ee xsaegcguerriattyi n
omcns aboutto tkhee potride r UK Tchloossee otofe e thhi ¢sh Bvd wegwh n

he Good Friday Agreemalnitz icmgnms ¢ ¢ u—+tiintecyl Wadr itthagn jmeome
he removal of “‘sematréenty wnethaothoatdoemsl nof ¢khpbkat
equire anThoep elnr ibsohr dgeoavneyr nimme nN o ratnlde we | I r @alsa mmd s t |
ffi@irglused that an open border had be®ome intrirt

Ocrt obGkl1 9, EU and & aewotvthdeadwal regrhement wit
eneg®Ptrriodtoedl on IreltendaiNoop he rino didsell aarmdd d f
rewhnde safeguarding the®Unuleas thfe tthea,mBU osfi 1t ghlee
ort her ne sl eehgaan d YK icnu stthoems mtad matrietigaurlya tbourty al i gn me
ith the EU. In effect, this arrangement keeps N
U single market and customs union, thus elimina
oods between Northaubhitrefahdehbhnddthat Ressentia
order inbtheekmi Nor$daern I.r ecAlnayn dp haynsdi cGarle acth eBrkist
ecessesasyuyrtocustomsbeomphdantedwettl gorts or poir
rom the Modrrteéleamd Ilredd border, with no checks o
he DUP strongNyr ohe o-» e’Hagrérhasnegde me nt s, contending

ustoms bor dewo udndviNlwdeet heir mh Fthed aed t f odmt he UK a:i
hr etahteessUK onstitutimoddlghintodgthteyl arge majority
ohnss ollonservative Party in the December 2019 UK

DUP pobktticaaln di nwalsu eunncaecb 1 ¢ teo rbelnoecgko taipaptreodv awi tohfd r
8Henry McDonald, “Police Chief Says ‘Har GuaBliag xit’ 1ITIrish Bo:
February 7, 2018.

Sarah Lyall, “On Irish Bor deiWonWd®rehew ¥ak TingsAugustBr e xi t Wi 11 U
2017; Maeve hSMeenlyad dehltidifd es 3 0BelfaBTelegtaphDec€mberd7s2018g Point s, ”
John Campbell, “Brexit: Does the Irish Peace Accord Rule
Mc Tague, “Br e x i tPolitico, luhes12,2019 Pr ob 1l e m, ”

66 Department for Exiting the European Unidtew Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declarati@ctober 19,
2019, athttps://lwww.gov.ukgjovermentpublicationshewwithdrawalagreementaindpolitical-declaration
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agreement . Both the UK andidelheovaEUaguuessengme ntl y r
enablintgothed Ktrs mkmber sslni P ainm atrlye 20Q 0 .
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67 The UK-EU Trade and Cooperation Agreemheoncluded in December 2020 weagected to further reduce

concerns about “at risk?” -freecanddquotireesmerchandisedrade betwpenitheyUKd e s for t a
and the EU (if rules of origin requirementsarenfetBr e x i t : UK and EU Reach Deal on Nort
Checks,” BBC News, December 8, 2020, European Commission,
Adopts a Set of Implementation Measures Relatedtoth® BU Wi t hdr awal Agreement,” December
88Ceylan Yeginsu, “In Northern NewYbrkTinegctdber®4 201Bintba al I s Seen
Carswell, “Loyal-WayRsutoen tBor eaxni tE: ¢ oAn dishi TimesUJaniuaty83Q 2020r e | and, ”
Rory Carroll, “Northern Ireland Cl GuatdiasApits 20l ct Loyalists’
®Matthew O’Toole, “Of Course the amdPglitico)Septenier23k2020; Bi 1 1 Thr e
Etain Tannam and Mary C. Murphy, “The Internal Market Bill

)

Ireland/ Northern Ireland, London School of Economics, Sep
Threaten UKlIreland, UKEU and UKU S R e 1 drishi TomessJyng 11, 2021.

70 Physical checks necessary to ensure customs compliance are now being conducted at ports or points of entry on the
northeast coast of Northern Ireland upon arrival- from Grea
dealGBNI Tr adee,ws ,BBICanmNuary 6, 2021 ; Shawn Pogatchnik, “Superm
Northern TIrel Lalititco, SWealnweas yBalr3eg, 2021 ; Art hur Sullivan, “Nort
That Will NDReutschieWellédw.eom), Pebruaryd, 2021.
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“n<“Arlene Foster Urges PM to Replace ‘Unworkable’ NI Brexit

Herszenhorn and Jakob Hanke Vela, “EU Dr ooelitchd dahuaryk Bor der M
30, 2021.

AsquotedinShaw Pogatchnik, “Brexit Protocol RowPoliicbds Pressure t
February 4, 2021.

B«“Brexit: DUP Vows to Send “Strong Message’ to Irish Gover:
74 Unionists also argued that theopr o ¢ o 1 ° s weperinopoesedswithout the nsent of the public, which violates

the Good Friday Agreemerit June 2021, thBelfast High Courtuled the protocol is lawful, but this decision likely
will be appealed to the UK Supreme Cotian Hutton “ DUP Pl ans Legal Challenge to Nor f

IrishTimes February 21, 2021; John Campbell, “Brexit: NI Protoc
30, 2021.

“Lisa O Carroll, Heather Stewaret’, Taan d sDawnitehl EBJo fofveeyr, NoOUK hie:
Prot ocGuardian ” February 3, 2021 ; “Brexit: Preserving NI Protoco
Ne ws , February 160, 2021; “EU Not I ntNerthesnslrelandlFsti n Pr ot ecting
Minister,” Reuters, March 5, 2021, Jim Brunsden et al ., “u

Exert B r e xFinancid Tirees June 8, 2Q271.
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76 Secretary of State for Northern Ireland Brandon LeWlsften MinisterialStatement to the UK House of Commpns
March 3, 2021, atttps://questionstatements.parliament.ukitten-statementsletail2021-03-03hcws819 Also see

Shawn Pogatchnik, “Soiled Deal: UK Defies EUPotigson on Britis
March 5, 2021.

"As quoted in Ali Gordon, “Boris JohnsBB@NewsMaichl®2 Nort hern I
2021.Alsos e e, Guy Faulconbridge, “Britain Says Unionist Anger ¢

Quite a Dan ReuteksMarch P9]2021.e , > ”

78 European Commissiohyithdrawal Agreement: Commission Sends Letter of Formal Notice to the Winigdbm

for Breach of its Obligations Under the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Irgldtadch 15, 2021.

“Eur opean Co mukRelations: Bglutich&Fdund to Help Implementation of the Protocol on Ireland and
Northern Ireland0,202press releasce, June

80 Government of the UKN\orthern Ireland Protocol: The Way Forwarduly 21, 2021, p. 1%ttps://www.gov.uk/
governmenpublicationshorthernireland-protocotnextsteps

8See, for example, the analysis by John Campbell in “Brexi:
Protocol,” BBC News, July 21, 2021 ; and Jennifer Rankin, “
Go o d wGuartign’July 21, 2021.
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85 Minister of Sate in the Cabinet Office Lord Frost, Written Ministerial Statement to the UK House of Lords,
September 6, 2021, https://questionstatements.parliaemt. ukivritten-statementsletail2021:-09-06 hiws257

8%European Commission, “Statement by the European Commissi o

Operation of the Protocol on Ireland/ Northern Ireland,” pr
87 Democratic Unionist PartySpeech by DUP Leader Sir Jeffrey Donaldson B&ptember 9, 2021,
https://mydup.conmewssir-jeffrey-donaldsomow-is-the-time-to-act Alsoseei NI Pr ot ocol: DUP Could Qu
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Congressional Research Service 24



Northern Ireland: The Peace Process, Ongoing Challenges, and U.S. Interests

Economic Concerns

Foll owing the 20almy UKx precefdesr renedpume a’smopid s sBir e lxd t

onomic consequences for Northern Ireland. Acco
edl adlem pends more on the EU market (and especial]
e res t¥lmf 2t0haed pUK.x1i mat el y 59 %erxtfso Nweerntth et ron tIhree IE:

e
I
t
inclu®i hg 38e¢land, whishtwpssNoghdeempbrel padtnne

5 5= 0 0

Significant fears edeaslktedrewitphottcanl withbHaawaln
i pwawled have jeopardized labor maskend dbndisnd
Many manufacturlearnsd iann dNolrrtehlearond Idreepend on integr
and south of the bordergo Fionrt enxmhdnlpilemhercs w, mbuet e
alcoholic drinks often cross the border between
prescsdng andThaeckagitngnalerddry tofarmsodstsi ons are m:
s mabluls i nes s es, Nwlhritchhe rdre rﬂltrm%imgn.d

=5 -

UK and DUP tddader ¢ hez2sgenstt of the UK is overall r
Northeehand than the EUIlgi 2 06cdsdithe otaHare par tex pofr
(£1H1i Blion) were maolruwee tohfa ne xdpoourtitlisd Ittidoel )rveal mdn dmo r£ed

four times the waltueofo ft hdd pfomug9t gD Whitehet i al

objectionBre¢ovirvhhgamemwtesd, i nh20DUP awgubkd badat th
det rtiandle nt o ’st heec ancEhmwy nDUP asserts that such conce:
iven the supply prebfFemsiagdNesht hprngldelanpd si
xit customs and r e guMajtoorr yUK esquupi er rermaernkt est t cohoaki
implementation of the protocol could lead t
e soaneu fdaamtgymeresase to supply certain medicin
orthern Ireland dumeettdiunpgee egtobataadscbdbmpl the
hern I Oakdmd ymdrlbaent t he elntii vieart seist 3t hoaft ffhhset ecro
ocol to 's’Nopmwhthland breduauhbhd becamaendofidd0 mill

pierl "Vem) .

of ficials maintain that the govesnmaneriestdet
n‘ha ke a s uctifeosrs MNor tBR'&hme yl i mlsamsd. t hat Brexit of
conomic opportunities for NortherBrexietland out s
rrangements for Neort hegwimélnt eddmrpnpdo vaer gsuhee trheegi o n
conpmiescg s. Nort b mapnanrltr eolfantdhe UK cwisttdo nasb lueni o n
o participate ihuitEbsospr WJKi It essgatdo atchaed sSEU single

N T oo B e -
o = —_——
—_—

00 AT 2T s Thgml

88 Report of the UK House of Lords European Union CommiBeexit: UK-Irish Relations December 2016.
89 Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Age@serview of Nahern Ireland TradeAugust 4, 2021

¥Simon Marks, “Brexit Is ( Foltche Matrlceh Bui @ 00 f7 ;1 rCioslhm Wil pk ey
WouldNoDe al Affect Northern Ireland?,” BBC News, September 22
91 Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Age@serview of Northern Ireland Tragéugust 4, 2021

92 bid.
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October 4, 2016.
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97 UK Government, Northern Ireland Act 1998.
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WTony Barber, “Brexit Rai-Up FinandiatTimegOetober22; 2009f Alex Kaee, UK’ s Br e a k
“Unionists May Find Being Bounced IlishTimesRbruay 8 202P 011 Is Bori
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