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�F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���W�K�D�W���V�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���D��
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1 Colton Campbell, Discharging Congress: Government by Commission (Westport, CT: Praeger, 2002); Jordan Tama, 
Terrorism and National Security Reforms: How Commissions Can Drive Change During Crisis (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2011). 
2 P.L. 109-58, 119 Stat 1064, August 8, 2005. 
3 P.L. 107-306, 116 Stat. 2408, November 27, 2002. 
4 P.L. 106-173, 114 Stat. 14, February 25, 2000. 
5 For more information on commemorative commissions, see CRS Report R41425, Commemorative Commissions: 
Overview, Structure, and Funding, by Jacob R. Straus. 
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6 For more information on executive branch advisory commissions, see CRS Report R44232, Creating a Federal 
Advisory Committee in the Executive Branch, by Meghan M. Stuessy; and CRS Report R44253, Federal Advisory 
Committees: An Introduction and Overview, by Meghan M. Stuessy. 
7 Alternative definit ions might be equally appealing. The wide variety of boards, task forces, panels, and commissions 
created by Congress, coupled with the lack of a legal definit ion �I�R�U���³ �F�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q,�  ́results in many gray 
areas. Consequently, some entit ies created by Congress that do not meet all five characterist ics might be considered 
congressional commissions by observers using different criteria. For example, in the 110th Congress, legislation was 
enacted creating a Committee on Levee Safety (P.L. 110-114, §9003, November 9, 2007). The committee was a 
temporary advisory body created by statutory authority, but its membership was determined by executive branch and 
state officials, and it reported to both Congress and the Secretary of the Army. While it  is not included in this report, 
some observers might consider it  a congressional commission. 
8 An example of a commission that was widely considered a congressional commission but was not established by 
Congress was the Iraq Study Group. Congress appropriated money to the U.S. Institute of Peace and informally 
arranged for the selection of the chairs, but did not formally establish the group by statute or resolution. In addit ion, 
some bodies created by chamber resolution might be considered congressional commissions. 
9 For more information on establishing an advisory commission in the executive branch, see CRS Report R44232, 
Creating a Federal Advisory Committee in the Executive Branch, by Meghan M. Stuessy. Many well-known advisory 
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commissions have been established by the President or by an agency. For example, the U.S. Commission on National 
Security/21st Century (the Hart-Rudman Commission) and the National Commission on Social Security Reform 
(Greenspan Commission) were both established by executive order of the President. 
10 For example, the Advisory Commission to Study the Consumer Price Index was established by the Senate 
Committee on Finance in June 1995 and submitted its report to the committee in December 1996. See U.S. Congress, 
Senate Committee on Finance, Final Report of the Advisory Commission to Study the Consumer Price Index, 
committee print, 104th Cong., 2nd sess., S.Prt. 104-72 (Washington: GPO, 1996). 
11 2 U.S.C. §2001; P.L. 59-253; 34 Stat. 1365. 
12 2 U.S.C. §2101; P.L. 100-696; 102 Stat. 4610. 
13 22 U.S.C. §1928a; P.L. 84-689; 70 Stat. 523. 
14 22 U.S.C. §276(d); P.L. 86-42, 73 Stat. 72. 
15 36 U.S.C. §2302; P.L. 96-388; 94 Stat. 1547. 
16 20 U.S.C. §76h; P.L. 85-874; 72 Stat. 1698. 
17 For more information on the inclusion of Members of Congress in the commission appointment process, see CRS 
Report RL33313, Congressional Membership and Appointment Authority to Advisory Commissions, Boards, and 
Groups, by Jacob R. Straus and William T. Egar. 
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18 The Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism: P.L. 110-53, 121 
Stat. 501, August 3, 2007. 
19 Motor Fuel Tax Enforcement Advisory Committee: P.L. 109-59, 119 Stat. 1959, August 10, 2005. 
20 Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse Attacks: P.L. 106-398, 114 Stat. 
1654A-345, October 30, 2000. 
21 National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (the 9/11 Commission): P.L. 107-306, 116 Stat. 
2408, November 27, 2002. 
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�R�U���W�R���D���F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V�����5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���D���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W���D�U�H���R�Q�O�\��
�D�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\�����7�K�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I���V�X�F�K���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�V���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���X�S�R�Q���I�X�W�X�U�H��
�F�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���E�U�D�Q�F�K���D�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

                                              
45 �%�U�R�Z�Q�����³ �7 �K�H���3�X�E�O�L�F���$�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\���%�R�D�U�G���D�V���D�Q���,�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W���R�I���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´ p. 199. 
46 These considerations are based, in part, on Campbell, Discharging Congress, p. 7, Table 1.3. 
47 Some commissions, such as the Motor Fuel Tax Enforcement Advisory Commission (P.L. 109-59; 119 Stat. 2941) 
are not required to submit a final report, but instead make annual reports to Congress during the specified lifespan of 
the commission. 
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48 P.L. 105-18; 111 Stat. 207 (June 12, 1997). 
49 P.L. 107-273; 116 Stat. 1856 (November 2, 2002). 
50 P.L. 107-306; 116 Stat. 2408. 
51 For example, the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom�¶�V���V�W�D�W�X�W�H����P.L. 105-292; 112 Stat. 
�������������2�F�W�R�E�H�U�����������������������V�W�D�W�H�G�����³(i) Funding.�² Members of the Commission shall be allowed travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates authorized for employees under subchapter I of chapter 57 of t it le 5, 
United States Code, while away from their homes or regular places of business in the performance of services for the 
Commission.�  ́
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52 �)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����W�K�H���$�Q�W�L�W�U�X�V�W���0�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���V�W�D�W�X�W�H���V�W�D�W�H�G�����³ ���D�����3�D�\���² (1) Nongovernment employees.�²
Each member of the Commission who is not otherwise employed by a government shall be entit led to receive the daily 
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay payable for level IV of the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of t it le 5 
United States Code, as in effect from time to t ime, for each day (including travel t ime) during which such member is 
engaged in the actual performance of duties of the Commission. (2) Government employees.�² A member of the 
Commission who is an officer or employee of a government shall serve without addit ional pay (or benefits in the nature 
of compensation) for service as a member of the Commission. (b) Travel Expenses.�² Members of the Commission 
shall receive travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, in accordance with subchapter I of chapter 57 of 
�W�L�W�O�H���������8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���&�R�G�H���´��P.L. 107-273, 116 Stat. 1768, 1858, January 2, 2002. 
53 U.S. Office of Personnel Managemen�W�����³ �6�D�O�D�U�\���7 �D�E�O�H���1�R������������-EX: Rates of Basic Pay for the Executive Schedule 
���(�;�����´���D�W��https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/21Tables/exec/html/
EX.aspx. Although Level IV of the Executive Schedule is the most common compensation level, commission members 
could be compensated at other levels of the Executive Schedule or at particular levels of the General Schedule. 
Members of congressional commissions that fall under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (P.L. 92-463), however, 
are prohibited from receiving compensation in excess of the rate specified for Executive Schedule Level IV. 
54 The search included such terms as commission, task force, advisory, board, panel, independent establishment, 
coordinating committee, study group, and working group. 
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Figure 1. Number of Congressional Commissions Created by Congress  
101st to 116th Congress 

 
Source: CRS search of public laws enacted between the 101st and 116th Congress. 
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55 For example, provisions for the establishment of 12 separate advisory bodies were included in the text of the FY1999 
Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act (P.L. 105-277, 112 Stat. 2681). 
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Table 1. Congressional Commissions Created During the 116 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Adams Memorial Commission P.L. 116-9, §2406, 133 Stat. 749, March 12, 2019 

CARES Act Congressional Oversight Commission P.L. 116-136, §4020, 134 Stat. 486, March 27, 2020 

Commission on Combating Synthetic Opioid Trafficking P.L. 116-92, §7221, 133 Stat. 2270, December 20, 2019 

Commission on the Social Status of Black Men and 
Boys 

P.L. 116-156, 134 Stat. 700, August 14, 2020 

Commission on the State of U.S. Olympics and 
Paralympics 

P.L. 116-189, §11, 134 Stat. 970, October 30, 2020 

Route 66 Centennial Commission P.L. 116-256, 134 Stat. 1142, December 23, 2020 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

a. The Commission on the Social Status of Black Men and Boys was amended by P.L. 116-260, Title II, §201, 
December 27, 2020, to change the appointment structure.  

Table 2. Congressional Commissions Created Dur ing the 115 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

400 Years of African-American History Commission P.L. 115-102, 131 Stat. 2248, January 8, 2018 

Commission on Farm Transactions-Needs for 2050 P.L. 115-334, 132 Stat. 5009, December 20, 2018 

Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States 
from Electromagnetic Pulse Attacks and Similar Eventsa 

P.L. 115-91; 131 Stat. 1786; December 12, 2017 

Commission on Military Aviation Safety P.L. 115-232, 132 Stat. 1992, August 13, 2018 

Cyberspace Solarium Commission P.L. 115-232, 132 Stat. 2140, August 13, 2018 

Frederick Douglass Bicentennial Commission P.L. 115-77, 131 Stat. 1251, November 2, 2017 

National Security Commission on Artificial Intelligence P.L. 115-232, 132 Stat. 192, August 13, 2018 

Public-Private Partnership Advisory Council to End 
Human Trafficking 

P.L. 115-393, 132 Stat. 5278, December 21, 2018 

Syria Study Group P.L. 115-254, 132 Stat. 3519, October 5, 2018 

�:�R�P�H�Q�·�V�� �6�X�I�I�U�D�J�H���&�H�Q�W�H�Q�Q�L�D�O���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Qb P.L. 115-31, 131 Stat. 502, May 5, 2017 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov.  

a. The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse Attacks and Similar 
Events is a distinct commission from the Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from 
Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack that was created by P.L. 106-398, Title XIV. This legislation authorizing 
the new Electromagnetic Pulse Commission repealed P.L. 106-398, Title XIV, which authorized the original 
commission.  

b. �7�K�H���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V�� �6uffrage Centennial Commission was incorporated by reference in P.L. 115-31. Text of the 
bill can be found in S. 847 (115th Congress), and in Appendix C of P.L. 115-31 (131 Stat. 842A-17).  
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Table 3. Congressional Commissions Created During the 114 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff Commission 
on Native Children 

P.L. 114-244; 130 Stat. 981; October 14, 2016 

Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking P.L. 114-140; 130 Stat. 317; March 30, 2016 

Commission on the National Defense Strategy of the 
United States 

P.L. 114-328; 130 Stat. 2367; December 23, 2016 

Congressional Task Force on Economic Growth in 
Puerto Rico 

P.L. 114-187; 130 Stat. 593; June 30, 2016 

�&�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���2�S�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���9�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V�·�� �(�[�S�H�G�L�W�H�G���5�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\��
Commission 

P.L. 114-198; 130 Stat. 769; July 22, 2016 

National Commission on Military, National and Public 
Service 

P.L. 114-328; 130 Stat. 2131; December 23, 2016 

John F. Kennedy Centennial Commission P.L. 114-215; 130 Stat. 830; July 29, 2016 

United States Semiquincentennial Commission P.L. 114-196; 130 Stat. 685; July 22, 2016 

Virgin Islands of the United States Centennial 
Commission 

P.L. 114-224; 130 Stat. 921, September 29, 2016 

Western Hemisphere Drug Policy Commission P.L. 114-323; 130 Stat. 1936; December 16, 2016 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

 

Table 4. Congressional Commissions Created During the 113 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Commission on Care P.L. 113-146; 128 Stat. 1773; August 7, 2014 

Commission to Study the Potential Creation of a 
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V�� �+�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �0�X�V�H�X�P 

P.L. 113-291; 128 Stat. 3810; December 19, 2014 

National Commission on the Future of the Army P.L. 113-291; 128 Stat. 3664; December 19, 2014 

National Commission on Hunger P.L. 113-76; 128 Stat. 41; January 17, 2014 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

 

Table 5. Congressional Commissions Created During the 112 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Commission to Eliminate Child Abuse and Neglect 
Fatalities 

P.L. 112-275; 126 Stat. 2461; January 14, 2013 

Commission on Long-Term Care P.L. 112-240; 126 Stat. 2358; January 2, 2013 

Congressional Advisory Panel on the Governance of 
the Nuclear Security Enterprise 

P.L. 112-239; 126 Stat. 2208; January 2, 2013 

Military Compensation and Retirement Modernization 
Commission 

P.L. 112-239; 126 Stat. 1787; January 2, 2013 
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Commission  Authority  

National Commission on the Structure of the Air Force P.L. 112-239; 126 Stat. 1703; January 2, 2013 

World War I Centennial Commission P.L. 112-272; 126 Stat. 2449; January 15, 2013 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

 

Table 6. Congressional Commissions Created During the 111 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Independent Panel to Assess the Quadrennial Defense 
Review 

P.L. 111-84; 123 Stat. 2467; October 28, 2010 

Indian Law and Order Commission P.L. 111-211; 124 Stat. 2282; July 29, 2010 

Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission P.L. 111-21; 123 Stat. 1625; May 20, 2009 

Foreign Intelligence and Information Commission P.L. 111-259; 124 Stat. 2739; October 7, 2010 

Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission P.L. 111-25; 123 Stat. 1767; June 2, 2009 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

 

Table 7. Congressional Commissions Created During the 110 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Commission on the Abolition of the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade  

P.L. 110-183; 122 Stat. 606; February 5, 2008 

Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism  

P.L. 110-53; 121 Stat. 501; August 3, 2007 

Commission to Study the Potential Creation of a 
National Museum of the American Latino 

P.L. 110-229; 122 Stat. 784; May 8, 2008 

Commission on Wartime Contracting in Iraq and 
Afghanistan 

P.L. 110-181; 122 Stat. 230; January 28, 2008 

Congressional Commission on the Strategic Posture of 
the United States 

P.L. 110-181; 122 Stat. 319; January 28, 2008 

Congressional Oversight Panel (Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act) 

P.L. 110-343; 122 Stat. 3791; October 3, 2008 

Genetic Nondiscrimination Study Commission P.L. 110-233; 122 Stat. 917; October 3, 2008 

National Commission on Children and Disasters P.L. 110-161; 121 Stat. 2213; December 26, 2007 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 
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Table 8. Congressional Commissions  Created During the 109 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Commission on the Implementation of the New 
Strategic Posture of the United States 

P.L. 109-163; 119 Stat. 3431; January 6, 2006 

Human Space Flight Independent Investigation 
Commission  

P.L. 109-155; 119 Stat. 2941; December 30, 2005 

Motor Fuel Tax Enforcement Advisory Commission P.L. 109-59; 119 Stat. 1959; August 10, 2005 

National Surface Transportation Infrastructure 
Financing Commission 

P.L. 109-59; 119 Stat. 1962; August 10, 2005 

National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue 
Commission 

P.L. 109-59; 119 Stat. 1471; August 10, 2005 

Technical Study Panel P.L. 109-236; 120 Stat. 501; June 15, 2006 

United States Commission on North American Energy 
Freedom 

P.L. 109-58; 119 Stat. 1064; August 8, 2005 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

 

Table 9. Congressional Commissions Created During the 108 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Commission on the Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad 
Fellowship Program 

P.L. 108-199; 118 Stat. 435; January 23, 2003 

Commission on the National Guard and Reserve  P.L. 108-375; 118 Stat. 1880; October 28, 2004 

Commission on Review the Overseas Military Facility 
Structure of the United States 

P.L. 108-132; 117 Stat. 1382; November 22, 2003 

Helping to Enhance the Livelihood of People (HELP) 
Around the Globe Commission  

P.L. 108-199; 118 Stat. 101; January 23, 2003 

National Commission on Small Community Air Service P.L. 108-176; 117 Stat. 2549; October 18, 2003 

National Prison Rape Reduction Commission P.L. 108-79; 117 Stat. 980; September 4, 2003 

Panel to Review Sexual Misconduct Allegations at 
United States Air Force Academy 

P.L. 108-11; 117 Stat. 609; April 16, 2003 

�9�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V�·�� �'�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �%�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q P.L. 108-136; 117 Stat. 1676; November 24, 2003 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

 

Table 10. Congressional Commissions Created During the 107 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Antitrust Modernization Commission P.L. 107-273; 116 Stat. 1856; November 2, 2002 

Benjamin Franklin Tercentenary Commission P.L. 107-202; 116 Stat. 739; July 24, 2002 

Brown v. Board of Education 50th Anniversary 
Commission 

P.L. 107-41; 115 Stat. 226; September 18, 2001 

Commission on the Application of Payment Limitations 
for Agriculture 

P.L. 107-171; 116 Stat. 216; May 13, 2002 
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Commission  Authority  

Guam War Claims Review Commission P.L. 107-333; 116 Stat. 2873; December 12, 2002 

National Commission for the Review of the Research 
and Development Programs of the United States 
Intelligence Community 

P.L. 107-306; 116 Stat. 2437; November 27, 2002 

National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the 
United States 

P.L. 107-306; 116 Stat. 2408; November 27, 2002 

National Museum of African American History and 
Culture Plan for Action Presidential Commission 

P.L. 107-106; 115 Stat. 1009; December 28, 2001 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

 

Table 11. Congressional Commissions Created During the 106 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission  P.L. 106-173; 114 Stat. 14; February 25, 2000 

Commission on Affordable Housing and Health Care 
Facility Needs in the 21st Century 

P.L. 106-74; 113 Stat. 1106; October 20, 1999 

Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States 
from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attacks 

P.L. 106-398, 114 Stat. 1645A-345; October 30, 2000 

Commission on Indian and Native Alaskan Health Care P.L. 106-310; 114 Stat. 1216; October 17, 2000 

Commission on Ocean Policy  P.L. 106-256; 114 Stat. 645; October 7, 2000 

Commission on the Future of the United States 
Aerospace Industry 

P.L. 106-398; 114 Stat. 1654A-301; October 30, 2000 

Commission on the National Military Museum  P.L. 106-65; 113 Stat. 880; October 5, 1999 

Commission on Victory in the Cold War P.L. 106-65; 113 Stat. 765; October 5, 1999 

Commission to Assess United States National Security 
Space Management and Organization  

P.L. 106-65; 113 Stat. 813; October 5, 1999 

Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Commission  P.L. 106-79; 113 Stat. 1274; October 25, 1999 

Forest Counties Payments Committee P.L. 106-291; 114 Stat. 991; October 11, 2000 

James Madison Commemoration Commission  P.L. 106-550; 114 Stat. 2745; December 19, 2000 

Judicial Review Commission on Foreign Asset Control  P.L. 106-120; 113 Stat. 1633; December 3, 1999 

Lands Title Report Commission P.L. 106-568; 114 Stat. 2923; December 27, 2000 

P.L. 106-569; 114 Stat. 2959; December 27, 2000 

Millennial Housing Commission P.L. 106-74; 113 Stat. 1070; October 20, 1999 

National Commission for the Review of the National 
Reconnaissance Office 

P.L. 106-120; 113 Stat. 1620; December 3, 1999 

National Commission on the Use of Offsets in Defense 
Trade 

P.L. 106-113; 113 Stat. 1501A-502; November 29, 1999 

National Commission to Ensure Consumer Information 
and Choice in the Airline Industry  

P.L. 106-181; 114 Stat. 105; April 15, 2000 

National Wildlife Refuge System Centennial 
Commission 

P.L. 106-408; 114 Stat. 1783; November 1, 2000 
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Commission  Authority  

Public Interest Declassification Board P.L. 106-567; 114 Stat. 2856; December 27, 2000 

Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Advisory Panel P.L. 106-170; 113 Stat. 1887; December 17, 1999 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

 

Table 12. Congressional Commissions Created During  the 105 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Advisory Committee on Electronic Commerce P.L. 105-277; 112 Stat. 2681-722; October 21, 1998 

Amtrak Reform Council P.L. 105-134; 111 Stat. 2579; December 2, 1997 

Census Monitoring Board P.L. 105-119; 111 Stat. 2483; November 26, 1997 

Commission on the Advancement of Women and 
Minorities in Science, Engineering, and Technology 
Development 

P.L. 105-255; 112 Stat. 1889; October 14, 1998 

Commission on Military Training and Gender-Related 
Issues 

P.L. 105-85; 111 Stat. 1750; November 18, 1997 

Commission on Online Child Protection P.L. 105-277; 112 Stat. 2681-739; October 21, 1998 

Independent Panel to Evaluate the Adequacy of Current 
Planning for United States Long-Range Air Power and 
the Requirement for Continued Low-Rate Production 
of B-2 Stealth Bombers 

P.L. 105-56; 111 Stat. 1249; October 8, 1997 

National Bipartisan Commission on the Future of 
Medicare 

P.L. 105-33; 111 Stat. 347; October 5, 1997 

National Commission on the Cost of Higher Education P.L. 105-18; 111 Stat. 207; June 12, 1997 

National Commission on Terrorism P.L. 105-277; 112 Stat. 2681-210; October 21, 1998 

National Health Museum Commission P.L. 105-78; 111 Stat. 1525; November 13, 1997 

Parents Advisory Council on Youth Drug Abuse P.L. 105-277; 112 Stat. 2681-690; October 21, 1998 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Holocaust Assets 
in the United States 

P.L. 105-186; 112 Stat. 611; June 23, 1998 

Twenty-First Century Workforce Commission P.L. 105-220; 112 Stat. 1087; October 7, 1998 

Trade Deficit Review Commission P.L. 105-277; 112 Stat. 2681-547; October 21, 1998 

United States Commission on International Religious 
Freedom  

P.L. 105-292; 112 Stat. 2797; October 27, 1998 

Web-Based Education Commission P.L. 105-244; 112 Stat. 1822; October 7, 1998 

�:�R�P�H�Q�·�V�� �3�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���&�R�P�P�H�P�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q P.L. 105-341; 112 Stat. 3196; October 31, 1998 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 
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Table 13. Congressional Commissions Created During the 104 th Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Commission on 21st Century Production Agriculture P.L. 104-127; 110 Stat. 938; April 4, 1996 

Commission on Consensus Reform in the District of 
Columbia Public Schools 

P.L. 104-134; 110 Stat. 1321-151; April 26, 1996 

Commission on Maintaining United States Nuclear 
Weapons Expertise 

P.L. 104-201; 110 Stat. 2843; September 23, 1996 

Commission on Servicemembers and Veterans 
Transition Assistance  

P.L. 104-275; 110 Stat. 3346; October 9, 1996 

Commission on the Advancement of Federal Law 
Enforcement 

P.L. 104-132; 110 Stat. 1305; April 24, 1996 

Commission to Assess the Ballistic Missile Threat to 
the United States 

P.L. 104-201; 110 Stat. 2711; September 23, 1996 

Commission to Assess the Organization of the Federal 
Government to Combat the Proliferation of Weapons 
of Mass Destruction  

P.L. 104-293; 110 Stat. 3470; October 11, 1996 

National Civil Aviation Review Commission P.L. 104-264; 110 Stat. 3241; October 9, 1996 

National Commission on Restructuring the Internal 
Revenue Service 

P.L. 104-52; 110 Stat. 509; November 19, 1995 

National Gambling Impact Study Commission  P.L. 104-169; 110 Stat. 1482; October 3, 1996 

Water Rights Task Force P.L. 104-127; 110 Stat. 1021; April 4, 1996 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

 

Table 14. Congressional Commissions Created During the 103 rd Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Advisory Board on Welfare Indicators P.L. 103-432; 108 Stat. 4463; October 31, 1994 

Commission on Leave P.L. 103-3; 107 Stat. 23; February 5, 1993 

Commission on Protecting and Reducing Government 
Secrecy 

P.L. 103-236; 108 Stat. 525; April 30, 1994 

Commission on the Roles and Capabilities of the 
United States Intelligence Community 

P.L. 103-359; 108 Stat. 3456; October 14, 1994 

National Bankruptcy Review Commission P.L. 103-394; 108 Stat. 4147; October 22, 1994 

National Commission on Crime Control and 
Prevention 

P.L. 103-322; 108 Stat. 2089; September 13, 1994 

National Skill Standards Board P.L. 103-227; 108 Stat. 191; March 31, 1994 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 
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Table 15. Congressional Commission s Created During the 102 nd Congress 

Commission  Authority  

�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�Q���%�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���3�H�R�S�O�H�·�V�� �5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F��
of China 

P.L. 102-138; 105 Stat. 705; October 28, 1991 

Commission on Child and Family Welfare P.L. 102-521; 106 Stat. 3406; October 25, 1992 

Commission on the Bicentennial of the United States 
Capitol 

P.L. 102-392; 106 Stat. 1726; October 6, 1992 

Com�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�Q���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �´Notch�µ Issue P.L. 102-393; 106 Stat. 1777; October 6, 1992 

Commission to Protect Investment in America�·�V 
Infrastructure 

P.L. 102-240; 105 Stat. 2020; December 18, 1991 

Congressional Commission on the Evaluation of 
Defense Industry Base Policy 

P.L. 102-558; 106 Stat. 4220; October 28, 1992 

Glass Ceiling Commission P.L. 102-166; 105 Stat. 1082; November 21, 1991 

National Commission on Intermodal Transportation P.L. 102-240; 105 Stat. 2160; December 18, 1991 

National Commission on Reducing Capital Gains for 
Emerging Technology 

P.L. 102-245; 106 Stat. 21; February 14, 1992 

National Commission on Rehabilitation Services P.L. 102-569; 105 Stat. 4473; October 29, 1992 

National Commission on the Future Role of United 
States Nuclear Weapons 

P.L. 102-172; 105 Stat. 1208; November 26, 1991 

National Commission to Promote a Strong 
Competitive Airline Industry 

P.L. 102-581; 106 Stat. 4891; October 31, 1992 

National Education Commission on Time and Learning P.L. 102-62; 105 Stat. 306; June 27, 1991 

Thomas Jefferson Commemoration Commission P.L. 102-343; 106 Stat. 915; October 17, 1992 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

 

Table 16. Congressional Commissions Created During the 101 st Congress 

Commission  Authority  

Civil War Sites Advisory Commission P.L. 101-628; 104 Stat. 4504; November 28, 1990 

Commission on Legal Immigration Reform P.L. 101-649; 104 Stat. 5001; November 29, 1990 

Commission on Management of the Agency for 
International Development Programs 

P.L. 101-513; 104 Stat. 2022; November 5, 1990 

Commission on State and Private Forests P.L. 101-624; 104 Stat. 3548; November 28, 1990 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission P.L. 101-510; 104 Stat. 1808; November 5, 1990 

Independent Commissiona P.L. 101-121; 103 Stat. 742; October 23, 1989 

Joint Federal-State Commission on Policies and 
Programs Affecting Alaska Natives 

P.L. 101-379; 104 Stat. 478; October 18, 1990 

National Advisory Council on the Public Service P.L. 101-363; 104 Stat. 424; August 14, 1990 

National Commission on American Indian, Alaska 
Native, and Native Hawaiian Housing 

P.L. 101-235; 103 Stat. 2052; December 15, 1989 

National Commission on Defense and National Security P.L. 101-511; 104 Stat. 1899; November 5, 1990 
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National Commission on Financial Institution Reform, 
Recovery, and Enforcement 

P.L. 101-647; 104 Stat. 4889; November 29, 1990 

National Commission on Judicial Discipline and 
Removal 

P.L. 101-650; 104 Stat. 5124; December 1, 1990 

National Commission on Manufactured Housing P.L. 101-625; 104 Stat. 4413; November 28, 1990 

National Commission on Severely Distressed Public 
Housing 

P.L. 101-235; 103 Stat. 2048; December 15, 1989 

National Commission on Wildfire Disasters P.L. 101-286; 104 Stat. 171; May 9, 1990 

National Commission to Support Law Enforcement P.L. 101-515; 104 Stat. 2122; November 5, 1990 

Preservation of Jazz Advisory Commission P.L. 101-499; 104 Stat. 1210; November 2, 1990 

Risk Assessment and Management Commission P.L. 101-549; 104 Stat. 2574; November 15, 1990 

Source: CRS analysis of commission legislation from Congress.gov. 

a. The Independent Commission was created to review the National Endowment for the Arts grant-making 
procedures.  
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